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FOR. THESE 


Shewing A nature of Conſci- 


ence, with the corruptions thereof, and the 
repairs or means to inform it with right knowledge, 
| and ſtirre it up to upright praQtiſe, and how. 
to get and keep a good Con« 
ſcience. 


" Towhichis adjoyned « neceſſarie, brief, and 


pithy treatiſe of the Ceremonies of the 
(mreh of England. 


i AnTtHhony Cas Batch. 
of Divinaries 


2 Cor, 1.12. Our rejoycing is this, the teſtimonie of our Conſci- 
ence, that in ſimplicitie and godly ſinceritie, not with feſbly 
wiſdome, but by the grace of God, we bave had our converſa- 
tionin the world,&c. 
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LANCE VA ARNE 


TO 
THE RIGHT 


REVEREND FaA- 
THER IN GOD> 


LORD BISHOP OF 
LINCOLN, MY VERY 
good Lord and Patron, 


PRIcht Reverend Father in God, I 
Ka have often with great co _ re- 
2 lated among my friends what I ob- 
ANPp, ſerved about five yeares agone at 

HK 72 my being at Buckden (a ancient 
beak belonging to the Biſhoprick of Lincoln)how 


| 
JOHN, | 


bare, naked, and ruinous I had ſeen it in former 
times, and now worthily repaired and adorned by 
your Lordſhip: The cloiſters fairly pargetted and 
beautified with comely coportments and inſcripti- 
ons of wiſe counſels and ſentences ; the windows 


K- 


K- MEE. 4 enriched 


- a | 


* At Lin- 
coln, Weſt» 
minſter, 
Cambridge, 
Oxford, &c. 
Where this 
Biſhop hath 
built chap- 
pels, libra». 
ries, &c, or 
garniſhed 
and furniſhed 
them with 
excellent © 
books and 
maintenance 
for Scholars, 
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| 


for 'Gods immediate ſervice, moſt beautifully fur- 


ſhining ſilver; and with ſtately Organs curiouſly 


—_—F__r__—_ 


enriched with coſtly pidtures of Prophets, Apoſtles, 
and holy Fathers; and beyond all , the Chappell 


niſhed with new Seats, Windows, Altar, Bibles, 
and other ſacred books coſtly covered, claſped,and 
emboſſed with ſilver , and gilt with gold, with 
Baſon, Candleſticks,and other veſſels all of bright 


coloured, gilded,and enameled: no co _ to 
ſet forth the ditnity of that houſe dedicated to 
Gods worſhip:- And the whole ſervice of God 
therein per formed with all poſſible reverence and 
devout behaviour of your own perſon, and all the 
aſſembly; and with the organs of ſweet raviſhing 
angelicall voices and faces of young men, lifting 
up with heavenly raptures all the hearers and 
beholdeys hearts to heaven, and enforcing me to 
think and meditate, When ſuch things are found 
on earth in the Church Militant, 0h what uncon- 
ceivable joyes ſhall we finde in heaven , in the 
Church Triumphant! We have great cauſe to gto- 
rifie God Fin your Fatherhoods excellent carcand 
coit, in this and many * other places, where ( as 
T heare ) you have done the like: As alſo now 
more _ , for our moſt excellent worthy.minded | 
Archbiſhops Grace, who. proſecuting his own and. 
ſome other Biſhops preparations, hath now nota- 
bly begun , and happily gone forwards with the 
repairing of that moſt honourable ancient monu- 
ment of Chriſtendome, $, Pauls Church in Lon | 
don, to the comfort of all good hearts, and glory | 


of | 


dt. 
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of our nation; and alſo to work an unity of faith, 
and uniformity of pradtiſe in the ſervice of God, 
and by all poſoible means to winne all adverſa- 
ries thereunto : which would be an incomparable 
Joy to all true Chriſtian hearts, 
But to return again to Buckden, to my obſerva- 
.k Hons there, and to my preſent purpoſe; I did alſo 
ordinarily ſpeak among my Fiend, of the govern- 
ment of your great houſe, with all ſubjettion and 
gravity, and of your hoſpitalitie ( ſuch as $. Paul 
| preſcribes to Biſhops ) entertaining your nume- 
roms gueſts with bountifull proviſion, and feaſt. 
ing them with variety and plenty of all good 
| #h1ngs, ( but with exemplary ſobriety in your own 
per ſon ) and with wiſe, learned and religions di- 
conrſe, as wholeſome for their ſouls, as your meats 
for their bodies. But this I paſſe over now ſlight- 
ly,,as beſide my preſent purpoſe : for my purpoſe 
ws onely to ſhew,, how by the former ſight of 
your houſe and (happel, and the manner of Gods 
ſervice therein , I well underſtuod your Father- 


hoods religious minde and intentions; but much 
better by your private words to my ſelf after- | 
wards, viz, That your defire was , to have the 


in your Dioceſſe, rightly informed , and ſoundly 


q } ded. 


Is Tim. 3,2, 


* S, Aueuſt. 
epiſt, 86. jn 


fine. 

St conþlio 

meo We 
; eſcis, Epiſco= | 

Conſciences of all people ( preachers and others ) —— 

refſtere; & 


| 240d faci 
convitted of the lawfulneſſe , and perſwaded to br f bo 


the prattiſe of the' eſtabliſhed ſervice of God,with | /., 1 1. 
the Rites and-Ceremonies of our happily reformed ; aare. ln 
Church,and that your ſelf would leade them the p = 


way, and give them a fair * example. This glad- _— 
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| ded my heart more then the reſt, So that, not lon 


| after, being appointed by your Lordſhip to preac 


at a Viſitation at Leiceſter, I addreſſed my fe 


| to improve my beſt ſervice to God and his Churc 


to our gracious Soveraigne Gods immediate de- 
puty,to your Lordſhip the generall ſpirituall Fa- 


| ther of theſe parts, and to our Countrey both mi- 


niſters and people, for the better ſetling of 
to FF. in Re and urn Nu 
oints. 
F My ſermon preſently upon the hearing procured 
| me thanks from many , even from the contrary- 
minded ( formerly ) and many deſired copies or 
the publication, as did alſo ſome of your own of- 
ficers ; which I alſo promiſed. And ſhortly after, 
having made my copie ready (with ſome adaiti- 
ons which time would not give me leavetoutter, 
and with a brief” Appendix at the end, fitter for 
young preachers to reade at home, then for people 
to heare from the pulpit ) I gave it to a friend 
to procure the printing: but my friend unfriend.- 
ty kept it in his own or his friends hands ſo long, 
that till neare the end of this laſt yeare I could 
not get my copie again. At lait having reco- 
vered it , and communicated it to ſome other 
learned judicious friends, they again importuned 
me for the publication, as a thing that undoubt- 
edly would do much good to many unſetled ſouls. 
To which now T have condeſcended, | 
My good Lord, 1 beſeech you ( and all my 


thought 


POT to beare with my long preface. T| 


[ 


_—_ 


_— 


Se 


b 


Tronghr ir nate ſary -tt tet the aovl 


two ocraſions , one of my of ty, 
'J 


i is, I ſend dedicate it to your Fa- 


| of the late Tod this ſermon, Now, 


LOW; whoſe t 1s by The Firſt appointment and 
all -the Vice it can do< and ſo is the Authour 


4 14 


Merc 
kb | 

Your Lordſhips inall humble ſervice 

and obſervance tobe commanded 
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Rom. 2. 15. 
Which ( Gentiles) ſhew the work of the , Law 


written in their hearts, their Conſcience 
alſo bearing witneſſe, and their thoughts the 
mean while ( or, between themſelves ) ac- 
euſing , or elſe excuſing one another. 
SEALER Aint Paul, to move all men to 
2» 1cck ſalvation by faith in Jeſus 
»/ Chriſt (which he propounds 
5 chap. 1. verſ.16. and proſecutes 
@B WyZ chap. ;z. verl. 21.) ſhews in 
theſe firſt chapters, that all menare in them- 
ſelves inexcuſable ſinners; The Jews finning 
againſt the law written in their Books., the 
Gentiles againſt the law written in their 


| Hearts. 


This ſentence convidts the Gentiles ; but, 
by an argument 4 minore ad majus, 'much 
more confounds the Jews for finning not 
onely againſt their Naturall law , but a- 
eainſt Gods law ſupernaturally revealed. 

It hath three generall parts. | 

Firſt, The very Gentiles have a Law-book in 
their hearts, written by the God of Nature, 

| That is, God hath given ſuch a natural 


A light 
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A Sermon of Conſcience. 


Baſil. tom. 1. 
in prince. Prov. 
bors, 12. 


2 


Origen. lib.2. 
in Epiſt. ad 
Rom, 


Chyyſoftom, 
inP/aU8.50, 
bom. 2. 


| light and life unto mens ſouls as enablerh 


them to diſcern what is honeſt or diſhoneſt, 
right or wrong; and moveth them withall to 
do good actions, and avoid evil. This, in re- 
ſpe of the Diſcerning light, is by Bail cal- 
led Naturale judicatoriums, a naturall judge- 
ment : The Schools call it Swrapmas, re- 
cords of he Taw of Nature preſerved in mans 
heart, for the rule of his life, In regard of 
| the L:ivelineſſe of it, exciting and ſtirring up 
men to perform their duties, Origen calls ir 
Padagogis Anime ſociatus, A ſchoolmaſter 
accompanying the ſoul, to teach man his 
duty and call for performance. Philoſophers. 
Slance at it in their Boyus genius. 
Secondly,Confcience (as it were ſcientia cum 
alto, five conſenſus cordis,” id eft, voluntatts cum 


againſt us, whether we have performed this law, 


4 Record, Hiſtory, or Chrenicle of all our coun- 
ſets, courſes, thoughts, words, and works: which 
S. Chryſoſtome calls Codex, in quo quotidi- 
ana peccata conſeribuntar, A book wherein our 
daily finnes are writren. 

Theſe books ſhall be opened at the laſt day : 
andthe dead ſhall be judged of thoſe things 
which are written inthe books, according to 
their works, Revel. 20. 12. | | 

Thirdly, 0nr diſcurſive thoazhts, comparing 


with 


—— 


ſcientia ) witneſſeth with God, and with us, or | 


þ 


or not: and tothat end, it writes a ſecond buok, | 


ny Law-book (which ſhews what we ſhoull4 do) | 


_——  — 


| 
| 


a 


tc. 


i thethings that are made, even his eternall power 
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with our Chronicle (which ſhews what we have 
done) produce 4 third thing, a concluſion, either 


| excuſing and acquitting #s ( for doing according 


tothe law) or accuſing and condemning us ( far 
doing againſt the law.) And thus Conſcience 
hath a power to comfort us (againſt all accu-| 
ſations, diſtaſts, and reproaches of men) when 
weare in the right;and to check us having run 
into erroneous opinions or unjuſt aRions : 
though for our profit or pleaſure,and with the 
worlds applauſe. So have we three parts of 
the text: the firſt De jure, the ſecond De fac#o, 
the third De «gi--, of judgement. 
The works of the Law written in the Gen- 
tiles hearts, concern God, or our neighbour. 
Concerning God, the Gentiles knew, r.De- 
um eſſe: 2. Bualt eſſet: 3. Adorandum eſſe. 1. That 
there wasa God: 2, That he had many tran- 
ſcendent properties: 3» That he was to be 


worſhipped. This S. Paul ſheweth Rom.1.20. | 
The inviſible things of God from the creation of| 
the world ave clearly ſeen, being underſtood Fil 


and Gothead, ſo that they (the very Gentiles) 
are without excuſe. 

As Seafaring men, lighting upon an un- 
known Iſland, when they finde hedge-rows, 
houſes, and towns, know it is inhabited by 
Men, for theſe are not the works of Beaſts : 
So the meere Gentiles viewing the Heavens, 
Sunne, Moon, Starres, the Land'and Seas, 


A 2 Woods,' 


| us | 


t. Part, 


—— — 
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Woods, Rivers, and all kinde of Creatures, 
farre exceeding the wit of Man to deviſe 
them, or his power to make them, or any the 
leaſt of them, conclude preſently, 

1. Theſe things had a Maker farre more 
excellent then Man ;. even that ſupreme 
power, Which we call God. - 

2. This Maker muſt in reaſon 1. be before 
the things made, as thecauſebefore the effects: 
himſelf cauſe of all things, nothing cauſe of 
him; therefore Eternall. 2, He muſtalſo,be Al- 
mighty, that could make all things of _— 
and ſuſtain ſucha maſſe of creatures in ſuc 
excellent manner, ſo-many 1000 yeares. 3.He 
muſt be moſt Wiſe, that made them all in ſuch 
order, variety, multiplicity, and diſtinion, 
every one perfed in his kinde ; nothing de- 
fetive or ſuperfluous in any creature: So 
wiſely, that without great wiſdome, ſtudy, 
and obſervation, not any one of them can be 
underſtood. 4. He muſt be more excellent then 
his work, having in himſelf all the perfeRion 
and excellencies that can-poſſibly. be found 
in any or in all his works laid together: ſince 
from him they all proceed. 5. He isalſo moſt 
Good and Bountifull, that hath made all for 
mans uſe or benefit, and given man wit and 
power to manage them all, even creatures 
much ſtronger then! himſelf; to conquer. and 


paſſe over the boiſterous ſeas upon his devi- 
ſed woodden tottering bridges; and to. make 


uſe} 


— 
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uſe of all things in the world for his profit 
and pleaſure, 6. He muſt needs be alſo moſt 
Fuſt, to reward thoſe that are like himſclf, 
good and beneficiall to mankinde ; and to 
puniſh thoſe that live diſorderly; for the con- 
tinuation of the world. 

3. Their knowledge that this God muſt 
be worſhiped,they ſhewed by their Sacrifices, 
Prayers, Temples, and Prieſts, whereof we 
reade plentifully in Poets and Hiſtorians of all 


Nations. Sacrifices they offered as chief 
rents in acknowledgement that of him they 
held whatſoever they poſleſſed;and as to the 
authour of their life, ſafety, proteion, pre- 
ſervation, and all other blcflings z and as a 
kinde of thankfulneſſe for benefits received, 
and prayers for continuance and increaſe of 
their happineſfe. The divine ſcriptures men- 
tion the readineſſe of the Lycaonians at Ly- 
ſtra, to ſacrifice oxen to Paul and Barnabas for 
healing a creeple born lame, thinking them to | 
be gods come from heaven in likenefle of | 
men. And teſtymony of the Gentiles, pray- | 


ſtormie ſeas, praying to their gods, and ur- 
ging him to pray alſo. It ſeems alſo that all 
Nations were taught by the light of nature 
in prayer to bend the knee, to hold up their. 
heads, to lift up their eyes, men to pray 
bare-headed, women covered, all with great 


\reverence :: as the 


hiſtories of the x rang 
A 3 


Chaldeans. 


ITE: 
See D. Awes 
Medullathe. 
ologie 3 lib. 2» 
Cap. 5 


Ads 14,12, 


13, 


ers we have in Jonas his ſhipmen upon the [Jonah x.5,6. 


x, Cor.11.4, 
 $,14,15» 


[EIS 
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and all ſects; 
as, Tolifr up 
tne eyes Or 
hands to 
heaven, to 
bowe the 
knee, to 
knock the 


. | breaſt when 


we pray to 
God. 
*A&.17.23. 


6 

Bellar. De | Chaldeans, Agyprtians and other nations de- 
fed ms clare, and rhe Fathers obſerve. Ang. de cv. 
ſaith, Miny | Dei. Euſcb. de prepar, Evang. Cicero de naturs 
Ceremonies deor. 

> mnt No Nation in the world, but worſhipped 
azuce, and | God after one faſhion or other. Some ( av- 
trerefore | 5 ) had falſe gods: ſome ( mw3w ) had 
ill heathen, | many gods: none were mcerly ( «vw ) With- 


d 


out God. A God they knew there was in 
gcnerall (though they erred in the particu- 
lar, and ſomewhere erected altars* to the ww- 
known God: ) and for their gods worſhip they 
ordained Temples , Prieſts and Ceremonies, 
not without great honour, coſt, and magnifi- 
cence: witnefſe the Temple of Diana at E- 
pheſus, the Temple of Apollo at Delphos, 
of Jupiter Amon, of Iſis and Ofſyris in E- 
gypt, with many other: And great Kingsand 
Princes were their Prieſts; Rex 1dem hominun 
Phebique ſacerdos, 

And though the vulgar had opinions of 
many gods, yer the wiſer ſort acknowledged 
but one; as the books De Mundo aſcribed 
to Ariſtotle, and Philo, ſay. The ſam? God 
in regard of ſeyerall offices, was called by ſe- 
verall names; as, for moderating the ſeas, cal- | 
led Neptune; for moderating the windes, e/£0- | 
lus, 8c. | 

For duties towards their Neighbours, | 
The Gentiles knew and praQiſed the fub- 
tance of the whole Second Table : at m 

. 0 
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OY 


ſo farre as concerned outward duties.  Chil- 
dren honoured and obeyed their Parents, as 
Sichem did Hamor, not preſuming to take a 
wife without his conſent and employment, 


vouſly puniſhed. Abimelech King of Gerar 
would not come neare Sarah ( hating Adul- 
terie ) when he knew ſhe was a mans wife. 
The Romane Lucretia prized her chaſtity 
above her life. Inceſt unheard of among the 
Gentiles. Wives ſubjeRion to their husbands 
commanded by Ahaſuerus: And compulfion 
to drink more then a man liſt, forbidden by 
the ſame Gentile Monarch. Wrong, oppreſ- 
ſion, theft, defrauding any man of his right, 
forbidden by the generall rule, -Fac quod-vis 
pati, and, ®uod tibi fieri non v4, alteri ne fe- 
ceris, Do nothing to another which thou would- 


deliver that rule. It was the common *word 
of Alexander Severns, which he cauſed alſo 
to be proclaimed by his heraulds, whenſo- 
ever he puniſhed his ſubjets or ſouldiers 
which had wronged any man. And for all 
other morall and civill righteouſneſſe, hone- 
ſty, juſtice, temperance, ſobriety, providing 
for the. poore, helping the diſtreſſed, ſpeak- 


vice, honouring vertue and.living orderly, 


i WE! 


Murder every where molt abhorred and grie. 


eft- not have done to thy ſelf. Rewſperus (in 
Symbols) cites many heathen authours which 


Gen. 34.4. 
See D. IWil- 
liams Churchs 
lib.3 ca).3. 
Dag. 347. 
Gen 20.4,5. 


1, Cor.5.1, 


Eſther 1. 


Reuſner. in 
Symbol. Im- 
perar. lib.1. 
Symb. 29.» 
* Which he 
learnt of his þ 
mother 
Mammza, 
the ſcholar of 
that grear 


ing. the truth, obſerving leagues, contraQs,. 
and promiſes:, avoiding perjury , puniſhing. 


Origen, 
Iſaacus Ca- 


' ſaub. Annox. 


in Tulinny 
Capitoliaum. | 


——— 
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reaſons 


e 


Cauſes and 


thereof. 


Aug. de £i- 
vitate Dei, 
lib. 4. cap.4+ 
Rom, 1, 


gens 


| mens actions in ſome tolerable limits, by} 


the Gentiles had many excellent laws, wile. | 
ly made and carefully obſerved. Thegenerall 

obſervation of theſe in all nations, ſhewed 
the ſubſtance thereof tobe narurall notions 
and principles written in their hearts: and 
the variety of their promulgations and pe- 
nalties in ſeverall nations argued deductions 
and conſequents, drawn from thoſe naturall 
notions, by the force of reaſon. 

Theſe naturall laws the moſt wiſe Crea- 
tour did write in the hearts of men, for theſe 
cauſes. | | 

1. That there might be a perpetuall dif- 
ference betwixt men and beaſts. Had God 
given man a ſtrong wit, underſtanding, poli-' 
cy, and not withall a Conſcience, or natu- 
rall law to guide him; he had bcen of all 
Creatures the moſt dangerous. | 

2. To preſerve humane ſociety, and «xp, 


ordaining good laws, to bridle the diſorder- 
ly, and protec the innocent in quiet poſleſ- | 
10n of their rights, and for the common 
good: elſe ( ſaith S. Auguſtine) 2uid ſant 

regna, niſi magna latrocinia ? | 
3- To bean ayd to man, better to ſearch 
out the Creatour and to ſerve him. We 
may ſay of God as Sexeca ſaid of Nature, 
Perditura fruttum ſui , ſi ſolitudini oftenderet : 
He had loſt the fruit of his work, had he 
ſhewed it onely to beaſts which could not 
| underſtand | 


— —— — 


| their own Confcience:dictated wnto them. 


1of his life, for moratll, -civill, and divwmedy- 
| ties; in-obſcrving whorcof ke mightlive with | 
| mach comfort,cred, profit, md earthly hap- 


[and equall, written by 'God thim{®If (as the 
[firſt Tables) and ſo legible, and in ſuchplain |. 
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| undorftandir:fo God had loſt his glory, and 


| man his teliciry. 


4 S. Paul addes, ( Rom.1.20.) To make 


[rhe impions and unrighteous unexculſable, if 


they did not according vo ithat law, which 


This 'was an incftimable benetir of God, 
to grve every man ſuch :2 worthy guide 


pineſle, 
And that theſe laws are undoubredly juft 


charaRters, that the \unlearnedeſt - ran 'aky 
reade them, though he know no 'lewters of 
any other book ;-and in ſach a language as 


| 


| men ofall nations and tongues-tmayainderſtanti 


them: -andithata own thach rhis book'for his 
counſetlonr-ar home with lhim; he need not 
make long journeys to feek for a-counſelfour, 
or redious watting'to amend his leifare, give 
coſtly fees to attain his comet! /which-hap- 
ly may prove doubrfutiand entruſtyrhe huth 
this his boſomefriend, five, fairhfoll, patient, 
as neare-and as'true to him'as his own foul; 
with whow:he may conferreapam and. agtin, 
at his 'leiſare and' pleaſure; wilt he 'be fulty're- 


ſolved what he may lawfully do, vt muſt 


| 


avoid. And 
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A Sermon of Conſcience; 


Uſe 2, 


Pedagogus 
anim# ſocia- 
| cus. Origen, 


Conſcientia 
eff ſpeculum, 
frenum, cal- 
car, & flagel- 
lum. 


Uſe 3. 


This is yer a greater benefir, that this Law- 
book is not a dead thing, like other books 
containing dead letters or precepts; but ( like 
the divine word of God written in the hearr, 
Hebr.. 4. 12, ) quick, lively, powerfull, ope- 
rative, and piercing; as Gods Licger Ambal- 
ſadour reſiding in our hearts, to ſhew us our 


duties and call upon us. to: do them: whzre- 
upon our Conſcience is not onely called a 
Book , but a Schoolmaſtey alſo, to urge us to 
learn and-perform. our duties : Monet, mo- 
vet : movendo docet, docendo movet, God 
knowing our ignorance, gives us this book to 
inſtruc us; knowing our headſtrong inclinati- 
ON to.evil, gives us. this bridle to reſtrain us; 
and-knowing,our dulneſſeto all gyod duties, 
gives us this ſpurre ro quicken us. And all 
this is our Conſcience, which,if we do amille, | 
ſhall ſcourge; us. But . ::-:11 151 1 

As the. benefic is . great, of: chis Light to 
guide us, and of this Heart to quicketi us (as 
of the Sunne in the great world:.) So is the 
danger great, if we ſhyt our eyes agaiaſt. the 
Notions, and our hearts againſt the 49ti0ns of 
our Conſcience. ,For this is to-be-wilfully 


blinde, when we may ſee,. or wilfully wic- 
ked when we do ſee our dutie, and do it 


Lord to give us up to our own hearts luſts,? 


and| 


A Sermon of Conſcience. 


Rom. r.. 24, 26,28. And this is to draw 
upon us a moſt dangerous conſequence, by 
degrees through the cuftome of finne., ro 
make our Conſcience ſenſelefle, ſeared, cau- 
terized, or to choke and kill it, or in ſuch 
ſort to extinguiſh the light and life thereof, 
that the greateſt ſinnes will be practiſed with- 


and to have no further care over us: as. 


out any check or remorſe, to the intolerable 
hurt of the Church and Common-wealth, 
the ſhame of our lives, the damnation of our 
ſouls. Epheſ. 4.17. The Gentiles walk in the 
vanity of their minde: 18. Having the under- 
ftanding darkned, being alienated from the life of 
God, through the ignorance that is in them, be. 
cauſe of the blindeneſſe of their heart: 19. Who 
being paſt feeling, have given themſelves over 
unto laſciviouſneſſe,to work all uncleanneſſe with 
greedineſſe.. -6k 1724] 
In regard of theſe benefits and 'Yangers, it 
behoveth us to havea double care, g 
Firſt, to keep our Law-book pure and pers 
fe, leſt it miſleade us t6'ſinne, in ſtead of 
righreouſneſle. TS 
Secondly, to reade it andif6ltow ic diligent- 
ly, leſt it ceaſe to; be our guide, and become | 
our accuſer. gag | is | 
The firft man Adam, before his'fall, had it 
pure and perfe&, abilitie to know his dutie 
fully,and to perform it throughly : But upon 
his fall, he loſt his perfection, that is, the ex- 
B 2 cellency 
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Ad bonum nl 
impediebat, 
ad malnm nil 
impellebat. 
Magiſter lib. 
2. diſt. 25, 
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Gen. 5.3. 


«Rom.1-18. 
b Verlſ. 2Js 


C 22. 
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| 


cellencie. ob the tage:06 God; both in. Kvow- 
 lodgd ( Cololt. z« 16.) and —— an 

true Hodineſſe (Ephel. 4.24. ) And: in- this 

his depraved image he Toon: his childeen: 
'In whom, though the' life of Conſcience was 
lefr,and hghr enough for performance of outs) 
ward, morall, civil, and fome religious du- 
ties, far prefervacion of humane focietie and 


,.commot hife; yet no ſufficiene light to: attain 


to the knowledge of the: myſteries of ſaving 
religion: as the! Trinitie of the Perkons in 
"the Wnitie of the Godhead ;- the manner of 
our redemption by. the 1 incaenacion and pal- 
fron of the ſecond perſomin: Trinitic; the par- 
dan of our francs, by his merit; oun 


Fegeane» 
| Farion, by -is. Spixit; our refarrediorr to, life 


 erexnall;. and other points. Fhe naturalk man 
 conceiverh or perceiveth: them nor, he think- 
eth them fooliſhneſſe, they are onely fPirid 
ally difcerned; x. Cor.3. I4. 

| As the natural: Conſcience was fhort in 
theſe things, ſo. it was much corrupted in 


_—. 


other things. The Gentiles *held the truth 
in unrighteouſneſſe,*became vainintheirima- 
ginations, their fooliſh heart was darkened, 

the <profeſſours of wiſdome became fooks. 

They 4diſhonoured their own bodies with 
luſts and uncleanneſſe. In:the foure laſt verſes 
of the firſt chapter to the Romanes Saint Paul 
exhibites a long Catalogue of their foul 
overflowing fſinnes, which they not onely 
| practiſed, | 


nn OE 
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praifed, lbut: tak 
ſerg rhencot; 

For remedie of which evils, the Pliloſfa- 
phers and wife men of the Heathen bave writ- 
rem many books, labouring to: revive, renew, 


ble dedaGtians therefrom. — his books 
of Oſces or Nuties, layes this for his ground, 
Natugers [1 , ducen , aberrg- 
bineus;, If me: follom the guidance of Nature, we 
ſbali never ftray from owr duties:: and. others 
tell us, Canſciontre eſt liber, ad quem emendan- 


dum onanes ſcripts ſms libri; Conſcience is abook, 
for pn all. books are waittem , fo 
farre as concern. mens adtions.. Fheſe men 
have taken great pains hercin, husbanding and 
improving the light of naturall reaſon to. the 
higheſt pitch, ro their own great honour, and 
the worldsgreat good.. 

As alſo. good Princes have, by the aid of 
theſe wiſe men, publiſhed and eſtabliſhed ma- 
ny worthy laws,for their own honour and ſer- 
vice, and for the common good and happi- 
neffe of theis ſubjets. I 

But our moſt tous God, as he is infi- 
nirely above all in providence, wifdome, and 
goodneſlc, fo he hath. declared his farre more 
excellent Will and Laws to his people, for his: 
own honour and their happineſte; infpiring 
ſome choice men inthe Old and New Teſta-: 


pletſure alfo.in the practi- 


and: enforce the laws. of nature, with reaſona- | 


Remedies by | 
wiſe men, 


And good 
Princes, 


Divine and 
ſupernaturall 
remedies, by 


the Scriptures 


ment with divine Revelations, and teſtifying 


| 
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their Miſion, Commiſſion, and Doctrine to 
be immediately from him by divine mira- 
cles,as ſeals unpoflible to be-counterfeited by 
any wit or power of men; appointing them to 
deliver by word tothe preſent,and by writing 
to the future ages, his holy Laws,for the man- 
ner-of his ſervice, the guiding of their lives, 
and the attaining of felicitie, And theſe are 
the ſacred books of the Scriptures. And he 
hath added yet another provident ordinance, 
The ſacred Miniſterie, men ſeparated from 
other affairs, and conſecrated to Gods pub- 
lick ſervice, and the peoples edification, di- 
re&ing their preaching to theſe two ſpeciall 
ends; The one, to open the meaning of theſe 
holy Books, and teach the people to under- 
ſtand and imprint theſe Laws in their Conſci- 
ence : The other, continually to work upon 
their affections, to excire and ſtirre them up 
often to rcade them,and carefully to practiſe 
them. 

And this is the excellencie of Chriſtian 
Religion, above all Philoſophie and humane 
laws or learning; which could never perfect 
the Conſcience,nor purifie the heart,nor ſtirre 
up the affedtions, with ſuch holy dodtrines, 
rules, or principles, nor cauſe ſuch a conſtant 
and univerſall practiſe of all kindes of vertue 
and goodneſſe, nor procure ſuch bleſſings 
temporall and eternall upon perſons and nati- 
ons, as theſe holy Books, and the continuall | 

urgent 


» I 


— 
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urgent preaching of them, doth perfornr, 

Bur, be the: remedies never ſo good, yet if 
they be not employed, applicd, and continu- 
ally renewed, Satan and Sinne are ſo buſie to 

ail, ſo yon to prevail, and we ſo impo- 
tent to reſiſt, ſo willing to yeeld, that corrupti- 
ons will cafily creep into our lives and Con- 
{ciences. As we may obſerve 

I. By the vehemency and diſorderlineſle of 
our corrupt affe&ions, luſts, or paſſions ( whe- 
ther love, hatred, covetouſneſſe, ambition, 
pride, fleſhly luſts, or any other) blinding 
and carrying many away into finfull 
courſes, thinking in thoſe paſſions evil to be 
good. - . 
2. By Cuſtome in'ſinne: For, what many 
do,is thought lawfull for all. Thus ſtealing 
of garments was lawfull with the Lacedemo- 
41Aians , many wives..at once with-the Turks, 
| deadly fewd: and ſtealing one. fide from ano- 
ther among our borderers ; they thought it 
ſtood well with Religion. Sir Thomas More: 
(Lord:Chancellourof England in king Henry 


heare maſle before they went to ſteal, and 
pray God ſo to blefſe them that they might 
do. harm and take none. Amonglit us, of late, 
drunkenneſſe , .pride;;., and ſuch like vices, 
are thought lawfull, becauſe uſuall;, and pra- 
iſed without check of Conſcience. Theſe 
| blot, blurre, or fill up the deep graven —_ 

| of: 


the 8 his time) writeth, The borderers would 


Cauſes cor- 
rupting the 
Conſcience, 


Conſuetudo 
peccandli tol- 
lit ſenſum pec+ 
catis 


pn 
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For this point 
reade the B. 
of Rocheſter 
de poteft. Pa- 
pe, Cap. 8. 
who citeth 
many au- 
thours. 

B. Whites re- 
ply to Filkers 


j anſwer, pag. 


57>. 


But, howſoever that late unchriſtian do- 
rine is ſtill maintained in the books of a 
great number of the Popes flatterers, thatare 
maintained by him in wealth and dignitie: yet 
a great number alſo even of the learnedeſt 
Divines of the Church of Rome hold the 
contrary , and write books in confutation. 
thereof; confeſſing plainly, that the Pope(by 
vertue of his office ) hath not any power or 
authoritie to. depoſe Princes, or diſpoſe of 
their .Crowns or lives, for any cauſe, crime, 
or good whatſoever. 

Whereupon moſt of our Engliſh Romane 
Catholicks have ( contrary: to the Popes! 
briefs, Cardinall Bzllarmines- letters, and 
other Romiſh Rabbines perſwaſtons ) taken 
the oath of allegiance, and thereby infinuate 
2 reall confeſſion (in this main-point )- that 
the Pope, Cardinals , Conclave, Counſcllers, 
and greateſt Doctours of that Church, may 
erre,and leade them into damaable finne, and 
therein may and ought to be diſobeyed. And 
fince the infallibilicy: of that Pope and 
Church hath been the greateſt (if not the 
onely ) ground of holding-them in many-er- 
rours, without ſearching into them : that 
ground: being now acknowledged to be un- | 


| Found, there 1s great hope of their coming to ; 


us in other points of difference ( as they have | 
done. in ſome already) if we be not averſe, 


and hinder it by our difſenfions at home. Oh 
4 that | 


HH 


mated 
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| doctrine and good life of that one holy, pri- 
mitive, ancient, Catholick Church! | 


"| Satan! if he cannot make us ſwallow theſe 
Camels, he will endeavour to make us ſtrain 


different,as Caps, Surpleſſe, kneeling at Com- 
munions, Croſling the childe after heis bapti- 
zed, and ſuch like rites or ceremonies. . Our 
people, by the bleſſing of God, hold the ſub. 
ſtance of ſaving religion entirely: we do not 
teare and wound Chrifts body, we onely 
ſtrive about his garments. My defire is to 
rake up this ſtrife, and ro keep that ſeamleſle 
coat unrent, becauſe I ſee our adverſaries (pal- 
fing over their own' great ones) make them- 


that we could recover that bleſſed nnity of 
Yer obſerve another malice and policy of 


at Gnats, and in hatred of the Papiſts large 
Conſcience and grofle ſinnes, to make our: 
Conſcience too ſtrait, and ſtick at things in- | 


ſelves ſport at our perty diſfenſions. To 


ſtop their mouthes therefore, and ſatisfie our 


do the plainlieſt and brieflieſt, by anfwering a 
few queſtions. 
Queſt. 7. Doth erring Conſciente binde? 
Anſwer. It doth binde; fo thar he. that 
doth againſt ir, finneth: Becauſe wharſoever 


otherwiſe good Chriſtian brethren, whole | . 
Conſciences are afraid to receive theſe Cere- | 
monies, give me leave to impart unto you my 
meditations touching this point: which I thall | 


| 
| 
i 


the Conſcience diftates, it ditates ſub ratione 


0a 8 wvolun- | 


Some Prote- 
ftants too 
nice Conſci- 
ence againſt 
Churc Ceres/ 
monies, 
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© 22, 
4 24, 
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cellencie.ob the image: of God, both in. Kwew- 


his depraved image he z non. his chikdeen: 

'In whom, though the' life of Conſcience, was 
kefr,and hghrt enough for performance of outs 
ward, morall, civill, and fome religious du- 
ties, for prefervacion of humane focietie and 
;commot> hife; yet no ſufficienc light to: attain 
to the knowledge of the: myſteries of ſaving 
religion: as the! Trinicie of the Perkons in 
the Wnitie of the Godhead ;- the manner of 
our redemption by. the. j incaenacion and pal- 
fion of the fecond perſomin: Trininie; the paw- 
den of our francs, by his merit; our regenc: 

| rarion. by -is. Spisitz our nefarreRiorr to -n> life 
' eternall;. and other points. Fhe naturalk man 
' conceiveh or perceiveth: them nor, he think- 
.eth them fooliſhneſſe, they are onely ffiribth- 
ally diſcerned; x. Corea. I4. 

| As the naturall. Conſcience was ſhort in 
theſe things, fo. it was much corrupted in 
other things. The Gentiles *held rhe truth 


} 


in unrighteouſneſſe,Þbecame vainintheirima- 
oinations, their fooliſh heart was darkened, 
the © profeſſours of wiſdome became fooks, 
They 4diſhonoured their own bodies with 
luſts and uncleanneſſe. In:the foure laſt verſes 
of the firſt chapter to the Romanes Saint Paul 
exhibites a long Catalogue of their foul 
overflowing ſinnes, which they not onely 
| praQtiſed,, 


————— 


( Cololt. 3. 16. ) and Righteomſnaſſe and) 
wg we" (Ephel. 4 2 pete this] 
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e4 Sermen of Confeicnce. 
praQufed, hut: tawk pleaſure alfo.in the practi- | 
ſers thereof. 

For remedie of which evils, the Pliloſo. 
\phers and wife men of the Heathen bave writ- 
rem many books, labouring to revive, renew, 
and: enforce:thekhaws. of nature, with reaſona- 
ble: deduGtians therefrom. Tidy, m his books 
of Qffces or Nuties, layes this forkis ground, 
Natunen (i fequammm ducon , nunquant ahervg- 
bineus;, If me: follom the: guidance of Nature, we 
ſbatl never ſtray from our duties: and. others 
tell us, Canſciontie ef liber, ad quem emendan- 
| | damn omnes ſeripte ſat libri; Conſcience ts abook, 

for amendzog wheneaf all. books are wnittem, fo 
face as concern. mens adtions.. 'Fheſe men 
have taken great pains hercin, husbanding and 
:mproving the light of narurall reaſon to. the 
higheſt pirch, ro their own great honour, and 
the worlds.great good.. 

As alſo. good Princes have, by the aid: of 
theſe wiſe men, publiſhed and eſtabliſhed ma- 
ny worthy laws,for their own honour and ſer- 
vice, and for the common good and happi- 
neffe of theis ſubjects. | 

But our moſt gracious God, as he is infi- 
nicely above all in providence, wifdome, and 
goodneſlc, ſo he hath. declared his farre more 
exceltent Will and Laws to his people, for his: 
own honour and their happineſfe; infpiring 
ſome choice men inthe Old and New Teſta- 


Remedies by | 
viſe men, 


And good 


Princes. 


Divine and 
ſupernaturall 
remedies, by 
the Scriptures 


ment with divine Revelations, and teſtifying 
| B 3 their 
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And Mini- 
ſerie, 


their Miſion, Commiſhon, and Dodrine to 
be immediately from him by divine mira- 
cles,as ſeals unpoſſible to becounterfeited by 
any wit or power of men; appointing them to 
deliver by word to the preſent, and by writing 
to the furure ages, his holy Laws,for the man- 
ner-of his ſervice, the guiding of their lives, 
and the attaining of felicitie. And theſe are 
the ſacred books of the Scriptures. And he 
hath added yet another provident ordinance, 
The ſacred Miniſterie, men ſeparated from 
other affairs, and conſecrated to Gods pub- 
lick ſervice, and the peoples edification, di- 
reQing their preaching to theſe two ſpeciall 
ends; The one, to open the meaning of theſe 
holy Books, and teach the people to under. 
ſtand and imprint theſe Laws in their Conſci- 
ence: The other, continually to work upon 
their affections, to excire and ſtirre them up 
often to rcade them, and carefully to practiſe 
them. 

And this is the excellencie of Chriſtian 
Religion, above all Philoſophie and humane 
laws or learning; which could never perfe& 
the Conſcience,nor purifie the hearr,nor ſtirre 
up the affeions, with ſuch holy dodtrines, 


rules, or principles, nor cauſe ſuch a conſtant | 


and univerſall practiſe of all kindes of vertue 
and goodneſſe, nor procure ſuch bleſfings 
temporall and eternall upon perſons and nati- 
ons, as theſe holy Books, and the continual] 

urgent 


| 
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urgent preaching of them, doth performs, 


ſciences. As we may obſerve 


good. 


drunkenneſle , pride;., and ſuch: like vices, 
are thought lawfull, becauſe uſuall;,. and pra- 


Bur, be. the: remedies never ſo good, yet if 
they be not employed, applicd, and continu- 
ally renewed, Satan and Sinne are ſo buſte to 
allail, ſo- potent to prevail, and we ſo impo- 
tent to reſiſt, ſo willing to yeeld,that corrupti- 
ons will cafily creep into our lives and Con- 


I. By the vehemency and diſorderlineſle of 
our corrupt affections, luſts, or paſſions ( whe- 
ther love, hatred, covetouſneſſe, ambition, 
pride, fleſhly luſts, or any other) blinding 
and carrying many away into finfull 
courles, thinking in thoſe paſſions evil to be 


iſed without check of Conſcience. Theſe 
| blot, blurre, or fillup the deep graven _—_ 
0 


Cauſes cor- 
rupting the 
Conſcience, 


 2.. By Cuſtome in'ſinne: For, what many Conſuetudo 
do,is thought lawfull for all. Thus ſtealing | 
of garments was lawfull. with the Lacedemo- 
{nians , many wives..at once with-the Turks, 
deadly fewd: and ſtealing one. fide from ano- 
ther among our borderers they thought it 
ſtood well with Religion. Sir Thomas More: 
(Lord:Chancellourof England in king Henry 
the 8 his time) writeth, The borderers would 
heare maſle. before: they went to ſteal, and 
pray God ſo to bleſſe them that they might 
do. harm and rake none. Amongtit us, of late, 
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John 16.2. 


Aqts 26.9. 
Plul. 3.6. 


Ads 13.59, 


Articles of 
1562. art,6. 


|ricall docrine ) perfecute the true Carho- 
|ry ſaving doctrine grounded on the. ho- 


A— 


of our Law-book with dirt, or bring us atleep 
in ſinnc, that we cannot caftly {pic-or reade 
them. * 
3. By antorlinings of falfe prevopts'arprin- 
ciples of falſe teachers: as, to vhts precept, 
Loveithy neighbour ,ohe Phartfocs ndded, nd 
hate thine enemy : which imerbining:Chrift pur 
out again, and reſtored he text to his-old un- 
regrity, Marth.'5.4.3. as he:did-other dottrines 
otimen, Marth.e5.and 23. 

4+» By miſtaking erronr for trac religion:as, 
our Saviouriaid ro his Apottles, They :that tail 
you will think they do God ſervice. Saint 
Paul once chought that.he was bound in'Con- 
ſcience to perſecute Chriſtians; he did-it: 
zeal: and fo the devout and thanourable wo. 
mcn, and 'ohicf men perſecmed Paul and iBar- 
nabas, and caſt chem-our -of their coaſts, mo-! 
ved biy erroneous devorion. .. e-...| 

Byrhe.likererrourchey tharcall chemſchues' 
Romane Carholicks ( deceived by Jcini- 


licks that conſtantly thold all  neoefla- 
ly Scriptures, and univerſally zecerved inthe 
Primitive Church ( as the Proteſtants do ) 
and refuſe onely rhe corrupt novcll dodrines | 
broughtin by later Popes, and fabmifton to | 
their government: thQ@&.they perfecure, and 
feek by all means, evenby treaſons, infurre-| 
ions, and murders of a common | 

OT 


| 


| 


' never proceeded further. | oy 
| C + But, 
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of people, utterly to root out, aid chinkſuch | 
courſes not onely lawfull but meritorious, 
and that they are bound in conſcience to 
practiſe them, eſpecially upon their Popes 
excommunications, A conceit and dodtrine 
&trange and monſtrous, never heard of in the 
Church of God, of a thouſand yeares after 
Chriſtian religions firſt planting, and unrill 
Satan was * looſed and permitted to deceive 
the nations. Then Pope Gregory the ſeventh 
began firſt to depoſe Princes, embroyling the 
Chriſtian world with unchriſtian warres, 
kindling that fire which hath been kept burn- 
ing by many ſucceeding Popes, and. is ſtill 
kept alive,blown continually with the breath 
of Jeluites , and other the Popes Incendi- 
aries. 

But the weapons of the firſt beſt Chriſtz- 
ans , cven againſt perſecuting tyrants, were 
patience and prayers, not trealons, murders, 
rebellions. We reade in Scriptures of wicked 
Princes reproved by the Prophets, bur nei- 
ther deprived of their ſtate, nor ſubjects-ani- 
mated to rebel], nor forrciners ro invade. And 
if any Chriſtian Prince were excommuni- 


'cated, that made him not in worſe ftatethen 


a Heathen ( with loſſe of his goods, govern- 


ment, or life ) but * fout Ethnicws, ſequeſtved | 
from the blefling of rhe Church and Sacra- 


ments onely. The ancient Churches cenſures 


* Revel.20.2, 

33749» 

Greg. 7. for- 

merly called 

Hildebrand, 
many 


8 
Y 


Helbrand, 2s 


one that x 
brought this 
i > 
from hell 
into the 


Church; for 


from heaven | 


it could noc 
come. 
James 3.rz. 
a wiſdome 
earthly, ſen- 
ſuall, devil- 
iſh: edificat 
ad Geben- 
nam. This 
Gregory was 
the firſt Pope 
that depoe 


ſed any Prin- | 


ces, &c. as 
ſaith old Fri- 
ſengenſis, & 
late Oxu- 
phrixs. See 
Cades Juſhk. 
fication of 
our Church, 
P38-42,43» 

& pag. 46, 
8 leq. & 
lib.2. pag: 64+ 


| & ſeq. 


* Matt.18,17, 
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For this point 
reade the B, 
of Rocheſter 
de potet. Pa- 
pe, Cap. 8. 


who citeth 


| . 
| many au 


thours. 

B. Whites re- 
ply to Fiſhers 
anſwer, pag. 
57>. 


Bur, howſoever that late unchriſtian do- 
rine is ſtill maintained in the books of a 
great number of the Popes flatterers, that are 
maintained by him in wealth and dignitie: yet 
a great number alſo even of the learnedeſt 
Divines of the Church of Rome hold the 
contrary , and write books in confutation. 
thereof; confeſſing plainly, that the Pope(by 
vertue of his office ) hath not any power or 
authoritic ro. depoſe Princes, or diſpoſe of 
their -Crowns or lives, for any cauſe, crime, 
or good whatſoever. 

Whereupon moſt of our Engliſh Romane 
Catholicks have ( contrary: to the Popes. 
briefs, Cardinall Bcllarmines letters, and 
other Romilſh Rabbines perſwaſtons ) raken 
the oath of allegiance, and thereby infinuate 
a reall confeſſion ('in this main-point )- that 
the Pope, Cardinals , Conclave, Counſellers, 
and greateſt Docours of that Church, may 
erre,and leade them into damaable ſinne, and 
therein may and ought to be diſobeyed. And 
fince the infallibilicy: of that Pope and 
Church hath been - & greateſt (if not the 
onely ) ground of holding-them in many-er- 
rours, without ſearching into them : that 
ground being now acknowledged to be un- | 
ſound, there is great hope of their coming to 
us in other points of difference ( as they have | 
done. in ſome already ) if we' be not averſe 


and hinder it by our diſſenſions at home. Oh 
0 that ! 


- 
"m8 
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doQtrine and good life of that one holy, pri- 
mirive, ancient, Catholick Church! 

Yet obſerve another malice and policy of 
Satan! if he cannot make us ſwallow theſe 
Camels, he will endeavour to make us ſtrain 
at Gnats, and in hatred of the Papiſts large 
Conſcience and grofle ſinnes, to make our 
Conſcience too ſtrait, and ſtick at things in- 
different,as Caps, Surpleſſe,kneeling at Com- 
munions, Croſling the childe after heis bapti- 


that we could recover that bleſſed unity of 


zed, and ſuch like rites or ceremonies. . Our 
people, by the bleſſing of God, hold the ſub. 
ſtance of ſaving religion entirely: we do not 
teare and wound Chrifſts body, we onely 
ſtrive about his garments. My deſire is to| 
take up this ſtrife, and to keep that ſeamleſle 
coat unrent,becauſe I ſee our adverſaries (paſ- 
fing over their own great ones) make them- 
ſelves ſport at our petty diſſenſions. To 
ſtop their mouthes therefore, and ſatisfie onr | 
otherwiſe good Chriſtian brethren, whoſe 
Conſciences are afraid to receive theſe Cere- | 
monies, give me leave to impart unto you my , 
meditations touching this point: which I fhall | 
do the plainlieſt and brieflieſt, by anſwering a | 
few queſtions. 
Queſt. tr. Doth erring Conſciente binde? 
Anſwer. It doth binde; fo thar he. that 
doth againſt it, ſinneth: Becauſe wharſoever 


the Conſcience didtates, it diftates ſub rati0ne 
| C2 volun- 


_— 


Some Prote- 


{ftants too 


nice Conſci- 


ence againſt 
Cere=| 


Churc 
monies, 


— _—_— PI TIP 4 et 9 ont. — — 


Us 


—cc 


| 


A Sermon of Conference. | 


—— 


—_ 


See Ames de 
conſcien.lib. bs 
Cap. 3+ 1-13. 
& cap-4-. 6, 
& Rob. San- 
derſons ſer, 
—— Rom. 


Ts Offic 
lib, 1. Bene 
precipiunt, 
qua werant 
quicquam age» 
re, quod du- 
bites equum 
ft an imi- 
quum:&quitas 
lucet ipſaper 
ſe; dubitatio 
Copgitationem 
fignificat in- 
4urie. 


volumats Dei, as it informs us of Gods will, 
and ſoit hath in ir ſelf the force of the Di- 
vine will, and is in ſtead of God unto us, as 
Gods Licger Ambaſladour, to ſhew us-'our 


long as we underſtand & acknowledge it tobe 


| ſo, it bindes us unto obedience as unto God, 


To do therefore that which thy Conſcience 


unlawfull)is toincurredamnation, Rom. 14.23. 


| He that doubteth, ts damned if he do it, becauſe he 


doth it not of faith: for whatſoever is not of faith, 
i ſinue. Though it be clean in it ſelf, yet to 
thee it is unclean, if thou thinkeſt it (o, as 
Saint Paul faith there, verſ. 14. He that doth 


againſt his Conſcience, doth againſt the will! 
of God, quamvis non-materialiter & vere, ta-\ 


men formaliter & interpretative, though not 
in matrer and truely, yet in form and by in- 
rerpretation; becauſe he doth that which he 
thinks is againſt Gods will. And this is redu- 
ced to the lack of the fear of God,to venture 
to do that which thou judgeſt God hath for- 
bidden,and ſo hath written in-thy Conſcience, 
which muſt be Gods witneſſe with thee, or 
againſt thee, and whereby thou muſt be 
judged. 

Queſt, 2. May 4 Chriſtian Prince urge his 
ſubjefts to obſerve ſuch ceremonies in Gods ſer. 
vice, as he knows to be lawfull , though- ſome 


ſubjetts think them unlawfull, or doubt of their | 
P 7 


| dutic, and call upon us to do it : therefore as | 


| faith is unlawfull ( or while thou doubteſt it 1s | 


| 
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'T muſt anſwer this queſtion, by firſt laying 
ſome grounds thereot in a.few Propofitions, 
1. Ht s abſolutely neceſſarie that in per forms- 
ing the outward works of Religion, ſame outward 
rites and ceremonies be obſerved, For, people 
cannor meet together , Gods ſervice cannot 


be performed, Religion it ſelf (whether true 
or falſe.)cannot poſſibly ſubliſt or continue, a 


without times, places, orders, cuſtomes, 
words and actions preſcribed and obſerved:as 
Saine Auguſtine urgeth, Tom, 6. Contra F au- 
ſium, lib.19cap.11, ſeq. 

2. The ſame ceremonies in particular are not 
preſcribed in Scripture for all Charches. * 

The ſubſtance of Religion muſt be the ſame 
in all places; ceremonies may varie: as S. Au- 
guſtine and S. Ambroſe joyntly teach. Aug. 


jepiſt, 118, 


For one manner of diſcipline may fit a free 
Citie, another a large kingdome: one in peace, 
another in perſecution: one under heathen 
kings,another under Chriſtian:one ina Church 
newly planted, another in the ſerled State. 
Our Saviour inſtituted the Communion in a 
chamber, and after ſupper; we in our ſetled 
Church celebrate itin Temples, and in the | 
morning:for Chriſts Apoſtles and the fairhfull 
in their time celebrated it in private houſes, 
and any time of day. 

In the ſpring of the Churchthe feaſts of love 


See Caly, 
Inf. lib. 4. 
cap.10, Set. | 
14.4 30.D, | 
Burges An- ., 
lwer,pag. 81, 


ſeg. 


See D. Bur- 
ges Anſ(w. 
bag. 8. & ſtq. 
& pag.75.& 
ſeq, 


were of good uſe, which $. Paul io ſhort time 
C3 found 


Luke 24. 30, 
31,33, 35» 
AR. y 4 46. 
1, Cor. 11. 
2lI, 22s 
1,Cori11.19, 
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See my Juſtif. [found fit to be abrogated. Threefold dip- 
or Counter- | pings in Baptiſme, ftanding (not kneeling) at 
Ce BG prayers betwixt Eaſter and Whitſuntide, and 
2 * |many other things uſed by the Ancients, are 


1 Cor. 14.40. | fit them, obſerving S. Pauls generall Canons, Let 
| all things be done decently, andin order: and, Let 


e&x yerl. 26. 


Calv.Infl. lib. 
4-cap.10.ſetF, 


30. 


now generally left off. So that 
3. Particular Churches are left to their own 
wiſdome, to chooſe: ſuch ceremonies 'as may beſt 


all things be done unto edifying. 

Since, beſide the internall ſubſtance of re- 
ligion, ſome ourward things muſt of necefktic 
be done in the publick afſemblies of the. 
Church ( which we call ceremonies) how 
thoſe muſt be done, and to what end, S. Paul 
here-preſcribeth: the manner , orderly,  with- | 
out confuſion ; decently or comely, for reve- 
rence; the end, for edification, to ſtirre up the 
aſſemblies mindes, the better to conſider of 
the holy myſteries, and embrace the inward 
vertues. One of the notes which Gregorius de 
YValentia makes of the Church, is, That it is 
the moſt orderly ſocietie in the world. 

Many miſlike our Church-rites,becauſe no 
| where commanded in Scripture. I anſwer, No 
[more are thoſe which they like. Is the Cap 
and Surpleſſe no where commanded?no more 
isthe nightcap, nor black cloke or gown. Is 
kneelingno where commanded at Communi- 
ons? no moreis fitting, nor ſtanding: and ſo 
of the reſt. But where are any of theſe for- 


bidden | 
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bidden in Scripture? 1f neither 'commanded 
nor forbidden,and:yet ſome decent ornaments | 
and geſtures commanded in generall: then the | 
particulars are lefr to- the wiſdome of the 
Church,to chooſe either this or that. Here- 
upon.we finde that 
4 In ſeverall particular Charches , the rites 

have been ſeverall and different, and not cenſura- 
ble by other Churches, 

' Becauſcthe ſeverall Churches made choice 
of ſuch orders as in their own judgement 
agreed beſt with $. Pauls canons of 0raer, | 
Decencie , and Edification in their times and | 
countreys. . The Queen (anembleme of the 
Church) was not onely'al/orious within, ( by Pal, 45. 
holy and heavenly doctrine) but withour af. | 

ſo, ſtanding i» 4 veſture of gold, wrought about 

with divers colours, that is, divers comely | 
orders and ceremonies, as S. Auguſtine inter- 
prets them, Zpiff. 86. towards the end. 

' Now the judgement of ſome particulars, 
may not prejudice or cenſure others, becauſe: 
the opinions and reaſons of men are often 
different upon one and the ſame point , and 
each-one abounds in his own ſenfe: as, for the 
geſture in receiving the holy Communion, 
ſome condemne kneeling, as Popiſh and ſu- 
perſtitious: - others. condemne ſtanding , as! 
Jewiſh and irreligious : orhers condemne fit- 
ting,as an irreverent and unmannerly-geſture 
to receive {o- heavenly a bleſſing. 


But' 
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Aug.epift.8 6, 
in fine, & C&« 
piſt. 11 8.pau- 
lo poſt tniti- 
uM. 


But the determination of this point I will 
ſhew you in the words of two ancient grave 
learned Fathers, Saint Auguitine, and Saint 
Ambroſe. Saint Auguſtine in his 86 epiftle, 
and again in the 118 epiſtle, writes, how his 
mother Monica being with him at Millain, 
was: much troubled in minde becauſe there 
they faſted not on ſaturdayes, as in her coun 
trey they did; and that, to ſatisfie her the 
better , he asked Saint Ambroſe his advice: 
who anſwered, I can give you no better ad- 
vice, then to doas I do: When I amat Rome, 
I faſt on ſaturdayes; when hereat home,lI faſt- 
not : Sc etiam tw,ad quam forte Eccleſiam ve- 
nerts, ejus morem ſerva, ft cuiquanm non vis eſſe 
ſcandalo ,nec quenquam tibi: Do you ſo alſs; to 
what Church F ras; 10u come obſerve the cuſtome 
thereof, if you will not offend any, nar have any 
offend you. This ſatisfied his mother:and him- 
{elf often repeating it in. his books counted it 
aS an Oracle come from heaven. Here we 
ſee even in cities of the ſame councrey of 
[taly, there were ſeverall cuſtomes and cere- 
monies :zand Millain was no more bound to 
the orders: of Rome, then Rome to thoſe of 
Millain: which I with all good men to cons : 
fder well, and to reſt ſatisfied -in theſe things | 
with rhe judgement of theſe two great lights | 
of the Church, Ambroſe and Auguſtine; and | 
all good women, with Monica, not to be 


Aus. ibid. | 


of thoſe mens mindes, ,2wi, niſi quod ipſi fa- 


cinnt, : 
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ciunt , nihil reetum exiſtimant, that think no- 
thing right but what themſelves do. Saint 
Auguſtine faith there determinately, Totum 
hec gens rerum liberas habet obſervationes: Nec 


tique Chriſtiano,quam ut comodo agat, quo agere 
viderit A ad quamcunque forte devene- 
rit : The obſervation of all the ſorts of theſe, 
things is free, and at liberty: neither can there 
be any better rule. for 4 grave and wiſe Chriſti- 
an, then to do as he ſeeth that Charch do,towmhich 


diſciplina ulla eſt in his melior gravi pruden- 


he chanceth to come. And he concludes. his 
86. epiſtle thus, $; conſfilio meo libenter acqui- 
eſcts, Epiſcopo tuo in hac re noli refiſtere; & quod 
facit ipſe, ſine ullo ſcrupulo vel diſceptatione ſe- 
are: If you be willing to reſt upon my counſel, 
do not reſiſt your Biſhop in this matter, but what 
he doth , follow you, without ſcruple or ar- 
guing, 

5. In Nationall Churches, or whole Chriſtian 
Kingdomes , who ſhall be judge to ſet down and 
impoſe what is decent, orderly, and fitteſt for edi- 
fication? Shall private men? That may nat | 
be; for their opinions are various : and then 
in ſeverall congregations we ſhould have fe- 
verall ceremonies and faſhions , one crofling 
and condemning another, with muchdiſquiet- 
[nefſe and offence, 2uot capita, tot ſchiſmata 
( faith Saint Hierom ) endleſſe diſtrationand 
confuſion, 

If no private men, 


then we muſt conclude, | 
D The 


Reade Socra- 
tes eccl. biſt. 
lib. 5.cape22. 
& $Sozomen. 


lib. 7.cap.19. 


Epift {118, 
Greg. Epiſt. 
lib. 1. cap.41. 
In una fide 
nihil officit 
ſane Eccle- 
ſie conſuetu- 
do diverſa. 
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Concluſion 


The Kine ( or chief governour of the whole 
fationall Church ) muſt be the ſupreme judge, 
xtid none other; and that for two reaſons. 

x. He onely hath power to gather together 
the moſt god]y, wiſe, and learned men in the 
whole kingdome, and (if necd be) to have 
the advice and judgement of the beſt learn- 
ed in other nations, by whoſe grave coun- 
fels he may with ” maturitie of judge- 
ment ſer down orders fitteſt for the whole 
national} Church. 


upon al congregations within his dominions, 
for unicie and uniformitie, and ro inflift pu- 
niſhment upon the offenders : for , Lex ſine 
corrtione nella eft,, To make a law, and not 
compell men to keep it,(and ſolet every man 
fill do what he liſt) is ro-no- purpoſe. 
Therefore the concluſive anſwer to this 
ſecond queſtion. is , A Chriſtian. Prince may, 
yea and onght to _ #pon his ſubjetts ſurb 
ceremonies in Gods publick ſervice, as he knows 
to be lawfall and convenient for order, decency, 
and edification, and compel men to obſervethens, 
| for the preſervation of unitie , wniformitie and 
| peace of the Church in bis dominions. And 
6. They that reſiſt ſuch Magiſtrates in ſuch 
| things, dv grievouſly ſinne againſt God. They re- 
| ft the ordinance of God ({aith S. Paul, Rom. 


| And, (ver. 5.) Ye muſt weeds be ſrbject , not 
| oxely 


2. He onely hath power to. impoſe them 


113. 2.) and proeure to themſelves dawmation: | 
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onely for * wrath, bat alſo for Þ Conſcience 
ke. 


Queſt. 3. What & then to be done, when 
-Prince ( Gods deputy, and in Gods ſtead) 
commands thee, and thy Conſcience (Gods de- 
puty alſo, and itt Gods ſtead) forbids thee the 
ſame? ſince in obeying chy Prince, than ſin- 
neſt againſt thy Conſcience ; in obeying thy 
Conſcience, thou ſinneſt ag: 
in both againſt God, becauſe they both 
have their authoritie from God to command 


tion, not to offend. 

The anſwer then to this third queſtion is, 
T he Conſcience muſt be reformed: For otherwile, 
here is a labyrinth ſo incloſing the poore 
ſoul, that as long as the Conſcience continu- 
eth in this errour, it is unpoſſible ro come 
ont without finne. Therefore I wiſh that all 
good means may be uſed to avoid finne aritl 
damnation. 

On the Magiſtrates part, I with (with ma- 
ny other good men ) thete cautions to be 
obſerved: and I finde they have been well 
obſerved: | 

1. That great care be taken for aterid- 
[ing the Law-book of Conſcience;rhar is, for 
berrer information of the exrmg, and refolw- 
tion of the doubting Conſcience. As Ezra 


gathered all the people together ( Nehem.$. 


D 2 


gainſt thy Prince: 


thee, and tobinde thee under pain of damnd- | 


| 


r, 3. )read the law unto' ther, and he with| 


* Nectſitate 1 


externd. 
d Neceſſtate | 
nternd, 


Mr. Slater 
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, ” ; others made the peopleto underſtand it (verl. 
| 7,8. Jand in the chapters following they all. 
| made a covenant of obedience to rhe Lord. 
2. Chron. 17. | This order alſo took Jehoſhaphar, 2.Chron. 
72 b, 9. and | x7, and I9. Sodid the Proteſtants in reform. | 
©:4P.19-4- | ing the abuſes crept into the Church. Our | 
ni Annales | Queen Elizabeth of bleſſed memory, firſt | 
TS. cauſed the people to be taught and rightly 
"x. ppm} informed throughout the land, and after that 
anno 1625. | eſtabliſhed the reformation. 

2. That the ſcrupulous be not too hardly: 
dealt withall upon any ſudden- proceeding: 
for they finne not willingly , but of a pious 
humilitie and fearfulneſle to offend God, and' 
therefore are much to be piticd, and better 
inſtructed. | 

3- That compulſion or puniſhment be not 
haſtened ſo long as there appeares a delire 
and godly endeavour to be better informed. 
Bur 

4. Theſe things being firſt well perform- 
ed, firſt ſufficient information offered, ſecond- 
ly a tender uſage of the parties, and thirdly 
a convenient time given to ſettle the Conſci- 
ence; men not yeelding may be accounted 
_— refra&tarie and obſtinate, rather then tender- 
c29.14.e&.z, conſcienced: they ſeem not now: to be errs- 


To avoid {es but turbones, contumacious troublers and 
ſcandall of 


little ones, a man muſt deferce the uſe of things lawfull, till a reaſon may be 
rendred to remove the (candall: but if the ſcandall Rill rcmain afver the reaſon 
rendred, it ſeems not to proceed from ignorance or infirmitic, but of malice, and 
fo belongs to the ſeandal{ of Phariſees. See Miſons ſerm. pag.5 6, & Zanchins de 


redempt.cap.u7.fol. 493. 
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diſquieters of the peace, unitie, uniformitie, 
and happineſſe of the Church, which Chri- 
ſian Kings are bound in Conſcicace to pre-| 
ſerve: and as they have in love uſed all 
good means to win the humble, ſo now in 
juſtice they muſt puniſh the diſorderly, to 
preſerve unitie. I dare not ſay (as S. Augu- 
ſtine ſaid of wnitie in ſound dorine, Pereat 
unus potius quam unitas: but, in our diſcipline, 
I may boldly ſay with our laws, Mzreat unwus 
potins quam unitas, For; continuance in crrour 
through wilfull negle& of the means of bet- 
ter information, is cenſurable of obſtinacy, 
and diſobedience both to God and the. 
Prince. | | 
On the peoples part, I wiſh theſe things. 
to be ſeriouſly conſidered. | 
Firſt, ſince it hath pleaſed Almighty God 
to give us wiſe, religious, and gracious Prin. 
ces, nurſing Fathers and Mothers: to his 
Church, who have already baniſhed the in- 
tolerable tyrannic, corruptions and abuſes 
crept into the Church, reſtored us to free li- 
bertie of Conſcience , and: peace of pure re- 
ligion, and' by good laws, officers, and 
other provident and potent means protected 
and- preſerved it and us: We the ſubjects 
ſhould take this for a benefit ineſtimable,not 
abuſe it to-the liberty. of new opinions, or 
to the looſeneſſe and diſſolution of publick 
government; but tobe moſt thankfull toour 
| "2 Princes 


Mr. Slater in * 
Rom, Jo 


© T— 


eA Sermon of Conſcience. 


Sce B. Jewels 
Apologie, 
edit. Londin, 
I591. pag, 
170. 


This is ſhew- 
ed plentifully 
in the Ap- 

pendix here- 


unto all- 
nexed. 


ready to all civill burdens. 


| make the very outward face of our Church 


Princes for it , give them all poſſible con- 
tent, and yeeld our ſelves more willing and 


Secondly , that theſe conſtitutions were 
firſt and chiefly "directed to thoſe true ne- 
ceſſary ends preſcribed by S. Paul, order, 
Decencie, and Edification : and ſecondarily 
(with re{peR to former ages, and the preſent 
ſtare of ncighbour nations ) to the greateſt 
grace and honour of our Church, in that(be- 
(ide the inward ſubſtance of dodrine) they 


as like as may be to the moſt ancient and pu- 
reſt Churches, which ycelded ſo many thou- 
ſand Martyrs for the teſtimony of the truth 
in their times, and lately alſo in Queen Ma- 
ries time a number more, living and dyi 
in the liking or practiſe of them. And thirdly 
they tend to the ſtopping of the mouthes of 
our clamorous adverſaries, which charge us 
with continuall newfanglednefle, and utter 
miſlike of the faſhions of the moſt ancient 
glorious Primitive Church. 

Thirdly, that our ceremonies are confefſed 

the moſt excellent Divines of forrewre- 
formed Churches to be no way valawfull 
et forbidden by the word of God, either in 
dire&t words, or by neceſſary conſequence: 
Neither are they impoſed as things abſo- 
lutely neceſlary to ſalvation, or as parts of 


| Gods proper worſhip, but as things meerly || 
f in |; 


— — 


| indifferent { and therefore lawfull ) and the 


th. 
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in their own nature indifferent: Nor as things 
in themſelves binding the Conſcience, fur. 
ther then as they are commanded by the 
Magiſtrate: Neither commanded by the Ma- 
giftrare as things perpetually neceffary , but 
to be altered or abrogated by the wiſ- 
dome of the governours, as may beſt fit 
their times and nations. And they. have 
been ſo ordinarily uſed withaur ſcruple of 
Conſcience, by the moſt godly both ancienr 
and later Martyrs , who never ſuſpeed any 
Heatheniſme, Judaiſme, Papiſme, or Super- 
ſtirion ro be nouriſhed by them. 

Laſtly, kt it not be paſſed over withour 
due thankfulneſſe ro God, and great joy to 
our hearts, that our Church continuing in 
the uſe of theſe ceremonies hath been conti- 
nuaHly bleſſed with ſuch conſtant peace, pro- 
ſperitie, happineſſe, and honour, as no other: 
reformed Churches have ever yer attained 
unto. Therefore, let not us be led wirh a ſpi- 
rit of contradiction, or ſingularitie, but think 
hambly of our ſelves , reverently of our ru- 
lers, and of the godly learned, and have al- 
wayes a defire to be rightly informed , and 
meekneſſe of minde to yeeld ro the truth, 
when it is once made evident, and having al. | 
wayes one eye fixed upon the nature of things: 


other upon the duty of a ſubjx& to his ſove-- 
raigne (and therefore necelſlary,) 


Generally, 
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Sec K. James 
his letters to 
the Archb. 


biſh. lertcers 
to other Bi- 
ſhops anno 
1622, and 
K. Charles 
his procla- 
mation and 
letters to the 
Archbith, in 
| his two fuſt 
 yeares:the co- 
| pies may be 
had in cvcry 
Revilſters of» 
fice, by order, 


ES EIS 


and the Arch- 


| diretions of our Gracious Princes, the De- 


Generally, (to conclude this whole part) 
here is 1. A neceſlity of much hearing and 
reading of the word of God, for the right 
information of our Conſcience, and ſtoring 
our naturall Law-book with ſupernaturall 
principles and direQions both for faith and 
lite: and conſequently, here is 

2. A neceſſity of learned, diligent, and 
conſcionable preachers, not onely to imprint 
true rules in the books'of mens Conſciences, 
| but alſo to ſtirre and rouze them up to look 
into and carefully to reade their book, againſt 
the ſpirituall lethargie, ſleepineſle, dulncſle, 
| and lothneſfſe which cither cuſtome of linnc, 
| love of the world, faſhions of men, or policy 
; of the Devil, brings upon them, And herein 
| we are greatly to magnifie our gracious God, 
who hath furniſhed our Church with abun- 


and old. In the youngeſt ſort, our young Sa- 
muels, young Daniels, young Timorhies, I do 
much reverence Gods gifts and graces : but 
withall I heartily deſire them adviſedly to 
reade, and diligently to practiſe the profitable 


dance of able and diligent preachers, young | 


fenders of our faith, our late learned and ju. 
dicious King Jamzs, and the inheritour of | 
his fathcrs piety as well as of his kingdomes, | 
our preſent King Cnar = s: who finding un- | 
expected increaſe of Papiſme, Anabaptiſme, 


and other Sets, in this cleare light of the | 


Goſpel, | 


an Aa Math 
es. ti. td - -— 
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Goſpel, and in this plenty of Preaching, 
thought good (by their Proclamations and 
letters to our Biſhops)to give to all preachers, 
and ſpecially to the younger ſort, direQi- 
ons ( yet no other in ſubſtance, then S. Panl 
gave to young Timothy ) how to behave 
themſelves more profitably in their teaching, 
then formerly ſome of them had done. The 
chiefeſt directions were theſe. 1, To forbear 
all ys needleſſe and endlefle queſtions, too 
hard for the peoples capacitie, and tendin 
rather to ſtrife then edification, as Saint Pau 
doth, 1. Tim. 1.4. and 6. 4, 5,20. and 2.Tim. 
2. 16,23. 2, To continue in the dorine al- 
ready eſtabliſhed ( and for the eſſence, ſub- 
ſtance, effe, or naturall inference, compre- 
hended in the Articles of the yeare 1562, the 
Homilies,and the two Catechiſmes, the leſſer 
| and the greater ) by which dodtrine, ſuperſti- 
tion, idolatry, and hereſte was driven out, 
and this bleſſed reformation happily ſetled 
in our Church: and thus Saint Paul did alſo, 
r, Tim. 1.3. 2. Tim. 1.13.and 3. 14. like thar 
of the Galar. 1.6, 7, 8,9. 3. To uſediligent 
Catechizing in the after-noons, and to con- 
fine all their teaching to thoſe two ſpeciall 
heads of true faith and good life, as S. Paul 
doth, 2. Tim. r. 13. 1. Tim. r. 5. and 2. Tint. 2. 
22,24, 25, 

Theſe direQions of our Princes, and Ca- 


nons of Saint Paul ( commended unto us both 
E by 
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*1., Tim. 1.5, 
6,19.and3.g. 
Heb. 10.22. 
and 13,18. 

» Eph. 4. 14+ 
© Matt,5,8, | 
Tit. r. 15. 
d2.Tim.2.22. 
Rom. 13.18. 
Mactc. 5. g. 
eAQs 23. 1, 
and 24.16, | 
2+ Cor, 1,12, 


' 


f Marr, r 3-52, 
El. Cor.14, 
34>35- 

h Ephe. 6. 4. 
ias Abraham 
did, Gen.18. 
I9. and Jos 

' ſhuah, Joſh, 
24.15, and 
David, Pſal. 
IOL, 2,6,7, 

& x. Joh. 4.1. 
2.Tim.3.5,6. 
Matt. 23.15, 
t 1, Theſ. 5. 
20,21, 


| m AQs 17.11, 
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ſo to * try the ſpirits of teachers whether they 
be of God;not to deſpiſe propheſyings(or preach- 
ing ) but to prove all things, and hold faſt that | 


by Regall and Apoſtolicall authoritie )I wiſh: 
may be throughly obſerved by us all:aiming ; 
above all things at the ſound and. profitable | 
informing and exciting of our peoples Con-. 
ſciences in all ſaving. truth and Chriſtian du-/ 
ties, as the chief *end of all our preaching, | 
whereby we ſhall by Gods bleſſing make the , 
Church ® firm in faith, < pure in heart, 4peace- 
able in life, and *precious in the eyes of God: 
and men. | 
Thirdly,here isa neceſſity alſo that the hear-. 
ers be well catechized in the grounds of Re-: 
ligion, gathered out of plain places-of the 
Scriptures, and write in their Conſcience all 
the: fundamencall. points. and neceſſary do. 
drines of Religion, by hearing, reading, ob- 
ſerving; and learn to draw out of them good 
uſes for practiſe and guide of their lives, as 
a good * Scribe well inſtructed ro.the king- 
dome of heaven, or a good. houſholder, that 
for all uſes can bring out of his treaſury things 
new and old: that they may be able, not one- 
ly to. inſtru&t their families at home (their 
s wives, their® children, andi ſervants ) but al- 


which-is good, ( for that precept was not gi- 
ven one]ly to Paſtours and Doctours, but to 
the whole. Church of the Theſſalonians, 
I. Thefl. r. r. ) as the ® Bereans tryed es do- 
inc 
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arine of Paul and Silas ;'They received the 
word with all readineſſe of minde,but they ſearch. 
ed the Scriptures dayly , whether theſe things 
were ſo: As our Saviour biddeth, » Search the 
Scriptures , Trie the ſpirits, * Beware of falſe 
prophets , and of the ? leaven of the Phariſees 
and Sadduces. 
Fourthly, a necefſitie alſo of ſome anci- 
ent learned men, and long ſtudents, ſuch as 
have read the ancient Fathers, and Ecclefi- 
aſticall hiſtories, to ſhew the rites and cere- 
monies ( beſide the dodtine ) of the ancient 
Primitive Church inthe beſt and pureſt times. 
You may heare with much profit and com- 
fort all Preachers, even the. youngeſt in their 
fretheſt wits, memory,and ſtrength,for points | 
of ſalvation, taught in the holy Scriptures, 
within their reading, and compaſſe of ſtudie: 
but for rites and ceremonies truſt onely the 
oraver and well-read Divines , which have 
fearched Antiquity; that our Church-rites 
may come as neare the pureſt and ancienteſt 


Church as may be, without any affeRation of 
noveltic. Ew | 

' ' Hitherto I have ſpoken of the firſt part of 
my text, The Law-book of Conſcience, with 
the properties,cauſes, uſes, manifold deprava- 
tions, andneceſſary reparations thereof. Now | 
[ proceed to the ſecond part, The Chronicle of 
Conſcience. 


" John 5. 39. 
9 Matt. 7.15, 


——— — 
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II PART. 
' Their Conſcience alſo bearing witneſſe, 
& S formerly witneſſe to the truch and 
quity of the Law-book, and thereby 
exciting us to the work thereof: ſo now a 
witneſſe to God and to our hearts whether 
we perform the Law or not, 
For, Conſcience preſerves a memoriall of all 
4 mans atcHons. | 
It is not a dead buta living book annexed 


jro the ſoul; and as it hath in one part the 


rules to guide our life, ſo it writes in another 
partthe courſe of our life, andis ( as I ſaid be- 
fore) Gods Lieger Ambaſſadour,both to put 
man in minde of his duty, and alfo to ob. 
ſerve what he doth: and ( whether a man 
look on his Law-book or not, whether he 
minde his duty or not ) Conſcience firs ſilent 
and cloſe ina corner of his heart( like a Re. 
giſter in his office ) continually noting an | 
writing the mans courſes, plots, devices i 
all their materiall circumſtances, how they 
ſwerve or agree with the inſtructions ſer 
down in the Law-book, without any. partia- 
lity, as Gods true ang faithfull witneſſe : and 
this is Saint Chryſoſtomes Codex, in quo quo- 
tidians peccats conſcribuntur, A book whercin 
our dayly finnes are written,. 

The Conſcience is an individuall ( or unſe- 
parable ) companion of a mans ſoul: it walks 
(though inviſibly ) in the fame gardens with 
him, | 


— 
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him, fits at the ſame table, lies in the ſame 
bed. Many men are unmarricd, but none lives 
ſingle : they may walk, ſpeak, and think with- 
out other companions, but never without 
their Conſcience, that is ſtill partaker of all 
their counſels: that not onely heares and 
ſees , but writes down and records (as in a 
Chronicle ) all things done, ſaid or thoughr. 

By this Chronicle of our lives, we may 
finde written ( whether we minded it or no, 
while it was in writing ) undeniable records 
teſtifying whether we did this or thar, or 
whether we did it not: as in finne; David 
 willipgly forgot, hid , and covered his gric- 
vous linnes, — they ſhould never come 
to light: but after nine moneths Nathan 
opened his Conſcience, and compelled him 
to confeſle it, So it was with Judas. So the 
Conſcience of Joſephs brethren- was not 
minded by them, till their aflition in Egypt 
made them look into-it , and then they ſaw 
their cruektie to-cheir brother written in large 
letters, and\conviting them of fanne.. So of 
our innocency; Davids Conſcience ſhewed 
him he had not conſpired againſt: Saul. Sa- 
muel could boldly ſay, Whoſe ow have 7 


2, Sam. I's 
13. 


Marr. 27-3 ,4- 
Gen, 42.21, 
22. 

1.Sam; 24-1 Þ; 


I; Sam.12;3. þ 


lrekew? or whoſe ofſe have I takem? whom 
have I a= mhons: have I oppoſes ?” or 
of whoſe hand have I received any bribe? Mo- 
fes could ſay of Korah, Dathan, Abiram,and' 


| E 3; | from: 


their. companies,. 7 have 70 taken 4n Wet 
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1,Sam. 25.37» 


| 


from them, neither have I hurt any of them, 
Let no man ſinne then, in hope to be hid 
for lack .of witneſſes, He may blinde the 
world, but neither God nor his own Con- 
ſcience : he carries (mille teſtes ) a thouſand 
witneſſes in his own boſome, or one as ſtrong 
as a thouſand , which will teſtific his own ſe- 
creteſt ſinnes to his own ſorrow and ſhame, 
when God cites it. While traitours think 
their practiſes remain covered and unknown, 
they arc ſomewhat hearty to denie: but when 
their own letters or other accuſers privy to 
their facts are produced againſt them into the 
open light, then their hearts ( like Nabals ) 
die within them. Or as g murderer'having 
_ two men for dead , and being afterward 
apprehended for ſuſpicion, and ſtoutly deny- 
ing all, now when he ſees one of them 
brought-in alive, able to ſec him and to. ſpeak, 
then he cries out, Alas! art thou alive? thenT 
am undone: ſo a wicked man would deny all, 
but when God brings forth his living Conlſci- 
ence to accuſe him, then he is ſtricken dumbe, 
and findes he is undone. I reade of a Philo- 
ſopher, that hearing his creditour was dead, 
kept the money ( which he had borrowed 
without witneſſes ) a night or two: but after 
ſome ſtrugling with his Conſcience, he car. 
ried it to his Executour, ſaying, Mrhi wvivit, 
up aliis mortuns eſt, He is alive to me, though he 
e dead to others, Oh offend not thy Conſci- 


ence, | 


—— 
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ence, which alwayes watcheth thee, and: 
writes up thine own finne and ſhame againſt! 
thee. Turpe quid auſurus te ſine bf time, 

O Ahab! how. cunningly and cloſely con- 
triveſt and conveyeſt thou thy miſchievous 
praQtiſes againſt a poore innocent! Will not 
a palace, a kingdome content thee, where 
thou maiſt live in- love, in honour, in wealth, 
and pleaſure; but thou muſt have Naboths 
vineyard too? and to get it, ruſh headlong 
into ſuch damnable courſes, as to counterfeit 
a Religious faſt, making a ſhew of Devotion 
a cloke to cover an odious ſinne, (which is 
the height of impietic ) and to ſuborn falſe 
witneſlſes-to accuſe an innocent; corrupt the 
Judges, under colour of law,to condemn him; 
to take away his livelyhood, and withall his 
_ name, and the pitic and compaſſion of 

is ncighbours and beholders ( which is the 
height of Tyrannie;)yea worle,(if any thing 
can be worſe ) then ſtoning him to death and: 
depriving himſelf and his children of inhe- 
ritance and life? And doth: not thy Conſci- 
ence check thee for all this?” Surely Conſci- 
ence had written it up:but he minded it not for 
joy of his fineccontrived excheat, till coming, 
from taking poſſeſſion he met the Prophet 


mine enemie? Why his enemie? Oh his Con- 
ſcience now accuſed him of his wickedneſle, 
which had made both God and good-men| 


his 
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Elias, towhom he ſaid, Haſt thou found me, 0 = 21, 
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See 2. Sam. 
t2. and the 
chapters fol- 
lowing, 


| his name to be blaſphemed among the hea- 
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his enemies: and now at laſt he foynd (in ſtead 
of —_— his houſe, and eſtabliſhing his 
poſteritie) what an evil covetouſneſle he had 
coveted to his own houſe, what a vengeance 
he brought upon himſelf and his poſteritie. 
Oh Abſalom!how well mighteſt thou flou- 
riſh, if the favour of a King, the love ofa. 
kingdome, the beauty of thy perſon, wealth, 
honour, and pleaſure, with any moderation, 
would content thee! But thou art ſick of the 
Father, and ambition carries thee headlong 
into treaſonable courſes and untimely death. 
Thou coloureſt thy foul practiſes with fair 
pretences, hiding thy intents from the abu- 
ſed people, while thine own end is hid from 
thy ſelf. God ſeesall, thy Conſcience writes 
all, while thou needleſly and heedleſly run- 
neſt a full carcere to thine own deſtruction. 
And thou David, from the ſhepherds 
ſtaffe raiſed to the Kings ſceptre, and now 
ſetled in thy kingdome in great wealth, 
peace, honour, and proſperitie ; wilt thou 
now forget thy ſelf ſo farre , that thine own 
hundred ſheep will not ſatisfie thee, but thou 
muſt take thy neighbours onely ew that 
lies in his boſome 2 wilt thou commir ſo 
foul an at? and yet a fouler , to murder 
the right innocent owners and to do it the 
cloſclier , wilt thou betray the Lords guilt- 
lefle army into the enemies hand, and cauſe 


then? 
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then? and wilt thou hereby draw plagues 
upon thee and thine, and cut off thy proſpe- 
ritie when thou needeſt not? and doth thy 
Conſcience all this while fleep, and will ne- 
verawake? Nogno; thy Conſcience is writin 
all the while a chronicle ofall thy doings:an 
after nine moneths, when the childe is born, 
Nathan will open thy book, and make thee. 
reade thine own finne, which will coſt thee 
-many teares, and much heart-grief, and ma- 
ny afflitions from thine own ſubjects, from 
thine own children, all thy life long after. 
For our innocencie pax good works, WE 
need not hunt for eye-witnefles to cleare and 
to cheere us: Conſcience alone giveth ſuffi- 


cient comfortable teſtimony, A cleare Con- 
ſcience is a brazen wall, to keep off all the 
darts of finne or ſhame which ill tongues can 


free from ill-doing, hath his heaven within 
him , and may ſay with S. Paul (2. Cor. r. 
12.) Onr rejoycing i this, the teſtimony of” our 
Conſcience, that in ſimplicitie and godly finceri- 
tie, not with fleſhly wiſdome , but by the grace 
of God , we have had our converſation in the 
world , and more abundantly to you-wards. In 
midft of flanders and uncharitable ſurmiſes 
of malicious men, conifort thy ſelf with the 
witneſſe of thy ſinceritie and innocencie, as 
S. Paul did there: and Adts 23. 1. Mew and 


oma » IT have lived in all good Conſct- 
F  ence\ 


fe 2, 


Hic Witrus a- 
henexs efto, 
Nil conſtire 
ſbi gnulld pal- 
throw againſt us, He that is of ſound life,and | {/*"*c»#4, 
Integer vite, 
ſeeleriſqz pu- 
rus, non eget 
Maurijacu- 
lis, nec arcu, 
&c, Idem, 
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|-exce before God unto this als . And Aas ns. 


16.) Now (ſaid he) 7 am ready #0 be offered,. 
| ana the time of my departure i at hand: I have 


16. Herein I do exerciſe my ſelf, to have alwayes 
# Conſcience void of offence towards God and to- 
wards men: and neare his death (2. Tim. 4. 


fourht a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe , 1 
09-0 " the 506 * _—_ op bs ua up 
for me the crown of righteouſneſſe, &c. 

Our Conſcience alſo will witnefſe, whe- 
ther ia-doing good works we ſerve God, or 
our ſelves: thar is, whether we do the works. 
of our vocation with true finccritic and fim- 
'plicitie of heart, and obſerving all due cir- 


| cumſtances, referring all ro the true ends, 


Gods glory chiefly, ahd ſecondly our own 
ſalvation, comfort and profit, and the good 
'of others, without hurt or wrong to any: 
which if we do, our Conſcience will-affure 
us, we are guided by Gods Spirit, are in 
Gods favour, have reccived the (earneſt of 
our inheritance, the Spirit of adoption, al- 
though we feel ſtill imperfeRions :n our 


|:ſelves, as S. Paul did, Rom. 7. 21, 8c. or 


whether we do our good works in-hypo- 
crifie, and for our own by-ends, which may 
be 'profitable 'to others, bur neither pleaſe 
God nor our own Conſcience ſoundly as they: 
-ought'to do, by 

Thus .(to apply it 'onely to-'our preſent 


"meeting ) Preachers 'may'finde it written in 


their: 


III SI 


A Serrman of Conſcience. 


— 


43 


theiy Conſcience, whether their preaching 
1 hath been direRed to. Gods true ſervice, far 


vation of his people; or whether to. their 
own praiſe, to ſhew their learning, eloquence, 
and wit, or to pleaſe and humour their pa-, 
trons, friends, and people for maintenance 


S. Paul ( Adts 20.26.) 1 take you all to record 
this dey , that I am pure from the bloud of all 
men, and have taught you all the counſell of God: 
and Acts 24.16. and 2.Cor. 1.12. 

Our Vilſitours and their inferiour officers 
may finde written in their Conſciences, whe. 
ther they make ſuch a meeting as this ' Mo- 
rum or Nummorum viſitatio, viſiting to. do 


[ am, theſe offices and meetings were ordain- 
ed for goqd; and the execution thereof doth 
much good in our Church, to ſee rhat mini- 
ſters do their duties, preach true and profit- 
able doctrine, and that diligently, live honeſt 
and unoffenſive lives, nd is examples ofall 
goodneſſe to their flocksz to ſee whether 
| Church-buildings, furniture, books , veſt- 
ments, and eſpecially people be in good or- 


ſerve good recompenſe for their pains and 
care ; their perſons and offices are venerable, 
honourable, and excceding profitable to the 
Church, 


and preferment. I with we all could ſay with | 


good to the Church or to themſelves. Sure 


der. They that do all theſe good offices, de- 


See Gabr.. 
Powelscon- 
fideration of 


his glory, and the right information and fal. | che miniſters 


ſupplication 
to the Parlia= | 
ment 1606, | 
Page L1,L2s 
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| But the good performance of the beſt Viſi- 
tours may be much. hindered by corrupt or 
negligent under-officers , Church-wardens, 
Side-men, Apparitours, which are the eyes 
of the Viſitours. I wiſh them to reade ſeriouſ- 
ly in their Conſcience , whether they ſerve 
God or Mammon, or God for Mammon; 


whether they betray not the truſt committed 
to them , making the Viſitours look.through 
falſe glaſſes, or ſpeRacles, to ſee Omnia bene 
in bills , when. there is- rather Omnia malt in 
villis, and their feeling is better then their 
ſceing : and ſo no good reformation follows, 
becauſe no good information went before. 
I-can go no further but onely adviſe men to 
look to their Conſciences, leſt they become- 
partiall cauſes of the continuanee of any evil 
inthe Church , and/thereby derive much of 
the guilt and punifſhmene upon themſelves: 
whereas by conſcionable: execution of their 
office and truſt, they may procure much good 
to the Church, ſettle true peace in their 
Conſcience, and derive upon themſelves 
many bleſſings. from God, with love and 
praiſe from men. 

But I muſt haſten to the third part of my 
Text, and haſten through it, 


SHL PART. 


» ung 2th 
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III. PART. 
Their thoughts accuſing, or excuſing. 


Heir diſcurſive thoughts, by comparing 

; theſe two books together ( the one con- 
taining Fafa, the other Regulam fattForum ) 
the Law of God, and the Chronicle of our 
lives, either accuſe and condemne for their 
diſagreement, or excuſe and acquit for their 
agreement. The firſt book makes the Propoſe- 
tion or Major of a Pratticall Syllogiſme, Thus 
thou muſt do, The ſecond book makes the 

Aſſumption or Minor, Thus thou haſt done. 
The . Conſcience , with the diſcourſing 
thoughts, out of thoſe Premiſes draws the 
ca Ergo thou haſt done evil, or well; 
againſt-the law, or according taFK and there- 
fore art to be accuſed and corgenined, or 
therefore art to: be excuſed and acquitted. 
This is the Natarale judicatorianm: of Dama- 
ſcen; the Naturall judgement-ſcat of the 
God of nature placed in mans heart. 

- The Law faith, He that liveth in damnable 
ſinne, ſhall die: Thy Chronicle faith, Thou li- 
veſt in damnable ſinne, and names: it: Thy 
or conclude, Zrz29 thou ſhalt die. 

ain, 
The Law(fulfilled by the Goſpel, Matth. 
5.17. Rom.3.31.) ſaith, He that repents and 
beleeves in Chriſt, ſhall not die bat live: Thy 
Chronicle ſaith, Thou repenteſ and beleeveſt; 
Þ 3 for ——- 


Hinderances 
of the Con- 
ſciences 
working. 
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for thou bringeſt forth fruits of faith and re- 
pentance, &c, Thy thoughts conclude and 
aſſure thee, Ered thou ſhale not die but live. 

The daily meditation and diſcqualing of 
cheſe things is very acceptable. to God, and 
profitable to us.: for it works in us a right 
judgement of Gods wayecs, Ezck.1$.35. with 
due thankfulnefle, and heedfulnes.to his laws; 
and in our lives, humilitie , repentance, and 
carcfulneſſe; and to all others cquitie, and 
lenitie, Tit.3.2,3. GaL6.1,2. 

But oftentimes the Conſcience ſeemeth. ta 
be aſleep, and doth not compare theſe books 
together; it ſtirres not, troubles nor the (inner: 
partly becauſe the vehemencie of his deſires 
to accompliſh his projes.of covetouſneſle, 
ambition, or luſts of the fleſh, &c. carries him 
on with ſuch carncſtneſſe, that he mindes nor 
his Conſcience : and partly, becauſe the devil 
politickly preſents him with ſuch objects and 
projects, as may withdraw his minde, feed his 
fancic, and occupie his thoughts otherwiſe, 
with meditating wholly upon the profir, plea- 
ſure, ſatisfation and contentment that finne 
promi&th him ; and upon deviſing, plotting, 
contriving, and practiſing the means how to 
bring his purpoſe to paſle, and how to couch 
all cloſe rogerher, to keep ſecret, cover, and 
colour all to deceive the eyes of the world: | 


_ As GAO 


that he findes no time to think on God, bis 


|bencfits, nor his owndutie and danger. And 


part- 
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linne, the is mndeed loth'to look into his Con- 
{cience, left it trouble him, and make him t6 
forſake & repent his firme, which he ſo dearly 
loveth, or drive him into ſorrow and melan- 
|choly. So that if he feel any little prick of 
Conſcience, he labours to ſmother and choak 
it, or withdraw his thoughts from it,/by ſeck- 
ing pleaſant company, gaming, ſporting, min- 
ſtrelfe, feaſting , drinking, or one device'or 
other. But ym ) very lamentable and dam- 
nable is thoſe mens icſtate, that thus turn the 
deaf care to the ſuggeſtions of God or their 
Conſcience, thatwirhhold the trmth inunrighte- 
ouſneſſe, and by viotence hinder the 'workin 

thereof intheir hearts: that ſuffer the devil ſo 
farre to delude them, as to force their hearts 
to think the checks of Conſcience to be-no-1 
thing - but fits-of melancholy, and qualmes-of' 
folly;'and Tabour to-put them away by idle: 
vanities or finfull courſes, and ſo cozen them- 
{elves of a great benefit of God, an eſpeciall 
means of their ſalvation: forthis breeds impe- ; 
nitencie inmoſt grievous ſinnes, Iſa. 44+ 18. 
yeawitleſſe preſumption that all is well with 
them, Rev.3.17. And thus a number (by the 
policie of Satan, the ſtrong man thar'keeps 
the houſe in peace where he is maſter, Luk.21» 
21.) live and die ſtupid and ſenſeleſſe-either-of 
their preſent finne , -or following vengeance. 


> —_ R 


| partly, becauſe after the accom plifhing of his. 


They put away all thought of the evil day,'giur 
H  them- | 


Fai; fone 


ſugitivid 


cordibns ſus, 


Rom,r.18, 


The miſchief 
of negleRing 


the motions 
of Conſci- 
enge, 


| 
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of Conſci= 
ence by the 


Lord, happy: 


By the devil, 


wretched; 


as in Judas, 


themſelves with all fulnefſe of wealth and 
pleaſure, Amos 6. 3,4,5,6. There are no bands 
in their death, Pſal.73.4. They ſpend their dayes 
inwealth or mirth, and ſuddenly go down to hell: 
therefore they ſay unto God, Depart from us; we 
deſire not the knowledge of thy wayes, Job 21. 
I3, 14. 

"oc when God in mercy moyeth a mans 
heart to turn his eyes to view his Conſci- 
ence, as he did Davids by ſending Nathan 
to him, 2. Sam. 12. and as Chrift looked back 
upon Peter, Luke 22. 61. andas atS. Peters 
preaching the Jews were pricked at the heart, 
Ads 2. 37. Thena hearty and happy repen- 
tance follows to ſalvation. 

If God vouchſafenot this to wilfull finners, 


then the devil keeps his deluded captive 


hoodwinkt, and lulled inſecuritie, till he have 
him faſt, and paſt all likelihood of recove- 
rie: which when he findes, then he rouzes the. 
ſleeping Conſcience, opens the wofull book, 
and compells the wretched ſinner to reade it, 


| whether he will or not, to drive him into de- | 


ſperation. Thus. he dealt with Cain, Ahi- 
thophel , Judas , and infinite others. Take 
Judas, for all. The devil pur into the heart 
of Judas to betray his Maſter: and to that end, 
doubtleſſe, he put out of his heart all care of 
duty and Conſcience. But when he had (ac- 
cording to his defire) accompliſhed his finne, 
then thedevil couzed his Conſcience, and ur. 


ged 


he — 
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ged him to reade his abominable deed ; he 
could not withdraw his thoughts from it,bur- 
might ſay with David (Pſal. 51. 3) My finne 
& ever before me. For what ailed Judas elſc? he 
had nodiſeaſe in his body, hewas able enough 
to trot to the Temple to the Prieſts and El- 
ders, and to talk reaſon: his ſtate was bettered, 
he had got money enough to purchaſe a: 
whole field : he had gottherulers and Stateſ- 
mens friendſhip: his fellow-diſciples had loſt 
their hearts , and hid their heads for fear of 
loſing them too : his Maſter Chriſt was go- 
{ing the way of all fleſh, ſubje&troevery mans 
hurt, noman to his, in common reaſon. What 
was there now therefore to croſle, vex, or diſ- 
| content Judas? Now potuit acerbos Conſciemie: 
ſtimulos & flagella perferre, ſaith S. Chryſo- 
ſtome: nothing but this, His conſcience prickt 
and whipt him intolerably. That was the 
enemie that had him now in chaſe, and purſu- 
ed him without end or meaſure : he was his 
own tormentour, might be at peace with all 
men, could not with himſelf: he feels a worm 
ever gnawing him,a fire withinendleſly burt- 
ing him; likea man ſick of a burning fever,that 
ſhifts from fide to fide, from bed tobed, from 
room to room, but findesno eaſe; for he car- 
ries within him that which ſcalds and: tor- 
ments him: or like a deere ſtrucken with abar- 
bed arrow, that runnes over hills and dales to 
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| runne away from his pain; but (heret lateri le- 
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| and ended with him in this world ; but there 


thalks arungo) the deadly arrow ſticks in his 
fcſh, and ſhogsand galls him, So ir is with 
Judas and his conſcience; he can neither avoid 
it, aor endure it. Death it (elf is not ſo paintull 
or terrible as it: he ventures on death, and 
hangs himſelf to avoid it: yetthinking death 
to be terminum , he findes it but gradum malo- 
rum; he thinks it an end of his miſcries, but 
findes it anentrance intogreater:one wo is paſt 


follow a thouſand in the other world that 
will never have end. Bodily, diſcaſes may be | 
cured, or mitigated, or the ſenſe taken away 
by death; ſores may be helped by Chirur- | 
ric, povertie by. friends, impriſonment by 
libertie, baniſhment by reſtoring, reproach by | 
time : but all theſe (were they the beſt in the 
world, and in the higheſt degree) cannot cure 
the Conſcience afflicted with finne. Damocles 
{word hanging. over his head ready to fall, Bal- 
thaſars hand-writing. og the wall, madeall the 
muſick harſh to theireares,the meats unſavou- 
rie to their taſte, their attendants irkſome,and 
all things cumberſome to their eyes: ſo theap- 
prehenſion of preſent death, or due deſerved 
VENSESRcE ſeizing upon their ſouls, diſtaſtes 
all thepleaſures that this world can afford. A 
fearful thing, when we have grievoully offend. 
edthe ſupreme Judge, that we can.ncither pa- 
cific him,nor flic from him! when he.ſends our 
own Conſcience as his officer toarreſt us, there 
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needs no other Apparitour eo ſummoning, no 
Bailiffeto fetch us,noaccuſer to'give evidence 


| againſt 88,no rior judge tocondemnus, norex<| 
| ecutioner to torment us: our own-Conftience 


wiHldoall this alone, and thatin moſt terrible 

manner, Thus Judas was continual y poed 

by his Conſcience to death” David(faid; Phat; 
Fr.3.his ſine wasever before him. Awokull 
thing ! he could not look off it; nay ; it was 
ever before God alſo, when hefaid,verſ. 1: 
Blot out mine offences - rhiey ſoott written up 


before God as memorials; and' as hatid-wri- | Col.u.rg; 


tings againſt-bim till blotted our. Cotnelius 


hisprayers and altmes aſcended-up before'the{ Aft 10.4, 


Lordfor'amemoriall;ſodo fines. Alas; that' 
we will -have ourſinnes'written'up, when we 
might have our prayers and good deeds writ- 
ten up both in our Conſciences, and: befbte 
Godalſofor memorials ! when wemiight Have 


Angelsent(as'to Cornelius) to guide;dlreft)] Ae.o.z,q, 
'0 ſonls'to: MC 


fore us, and finally to carry upour ſonls'to; 
hexven, (as Lazarus') we will have lying atid' 


damned ſpirits ſent as'to- Ahab) to deceive, 1.Kings 22. 
deſtroy, and bring*us'ro-heflf' Cain cried; f >: 32. 

My ſinne is greater then canbefbrgiven,and;Who-| Gen4Jry. 

| ſoever ſhall finde me will ſlay me.” Alt wofult! 
Innocent; Abels blond cried from 'eatth' to] Gen.4.10,13 


heaveri for vengeance* on" the” one {de : an ! 
wicked Tains' confciencecried within himfor] 
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Oſe 1, 


Vaſtans con- 
ſcientiam. 


Oh ler us firſt take heed we finne not againſt 
our. Conſcience: for every finne is a wound un- 
to the ſoul,, and the continuance. in finne is a 
continuall ſtabbing of the Conſcience : and 
though ſome feel not theſe wounds, or grieve 
not at them preſently ( through the ſenſeleſ(- 
| neſſe or numneſle, of their choked Conſcience) 
| yet the often ſtabbing will breed ſuch inward. 
feſtring, corruption, and putrefation, that 
whenthe Lord toucheth it, they will. roar and 
gnaſh their teeth, or grow unconſolable, and 
often make away themſelves. as Judas did. 
Therefore let us be carefull, t6'keep our con- 
ſcience waking, tender, ſenſible, eafily offend- 
ed with the leaſt touch of finne, by continuall 
meditation of Gods laws, and of.the neceſlity. 
of ſanctification, and by conſideration of our 
own frailties, and ſuſpicion of our own incli- 
nations : otherwiſe we- may ſwallow\down 
 finne without perceiving itz and though our 
Conſcience ſtirre not now to prevent ſinne,, it 
may ſtirre hereafter to afflidt us for it, as in 
Cain, Joſephs brethren, David, Judas : the 
evil of poyſons is not feltin the going down, 
their taſte may be ſweet and pleaſant , but 
their operation afterwards deadly, Oh, if 
thou kneweſt how that flattering and amiable 
face of finne, brings after ita deadly ſting, pu- 
niſhment, and vengeance upon thee and thy 
poſteritie, thou wouldeſt hate thine evil cour- 


_ as hel and damnation.. The providence of 
God 
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God is marvellous, but juſt: the juſt mans wa- 
ter of afflition he turns into. wine moſt com- 
fortable and cordiall; the unjuſt mans winehe 
turns into water. Scelerss eft in ſcelere ſupplici- 
wm, Wickedneſle becomes a ſcourge unto it 
ſelf: but ( Pfal. 37. 37. ) Mark theperfeit man, 
and behold the upright : for the end of that man uu 
peace. 


Butno man is perfe& and upright as he 
ought to- be. By Gods generall reſtraining 
grace we may be kept from * outward, notori-- 


none® without ſinne. If we finde our Conſci- 


chronicle againſtus, not onely ſinnes of infir- 
mitie, but alſo ſome groſle ſinnes offenſive to 
God and men, and to our ſelves: is there nore- 
medic, but (with Judas)abſolute defperation: 
and deſtruction? God forbid. Yes, (the Lord: 
be praiſed for his great mercie) there is this 
one remedie, By ſound repentance, and faith 


in Jefus Chriſt, to get them wiped out : for 
the bloud of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth us from all 
ſinne ; but not without repentance on our part, 
and faith taking hold of his mercie. Firſt ler: 


the Conſcience be ſoundly wounded, and tru- 


of ſinne be throughly felt, and the wounds of 
ſiane ſearched ro the botrome, though it be 
with much pain and grief: for-to skin over a 


ſore before the deadly corruption be let out 
| | G 3 and 


ly ſorrowfull for offending God, let the ſting * 
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ous, grofle finnes, offenfive to the world : but rw 
izabeth, 


, n Luk. 1.6. 
ence accuſe us, and hath written up in our | Saul;Phil.3.6 
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Chryſoft. in 
P/al.50, hom. 
v. In codice 
ſcripta ſunt 
peccata tua? 
ſpongiapec- 
catorum tw0- 
rum lacryme 
tus ſunt 3 
grand earum 
vuIrtrus 
The martyrs 
bloud-ſhedis 
precious, (0 
ſinners tears. 
Peter after 3 
denials of 
Chriſt, by 
| birrer tears, 
abſterſit pec» 
catum [1641 


& recepit pris 


ſtinam digni«- 
tatem. ibid. 


- Pſal 6.6, 
and Fl. 
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and cleanſed , is very hurtfull: and ſo is mini-| 
ſtring of comfort to a man. not repentane: | 
Chriſt calls them onely that labour.and: are 
heavy laden with the burden of their finnes: 
ſuch.onely he came to caſe, and heal. Onely 
tothe repenrant fairhfull the: bleſſed promiſes 
of the Goſpel: belong. ——_ may g&t- 
the records of finne cancelled, or blotted-oue; 
as tepentant David: ( Pſal. $1.1. ) prayed, Ac- 
cording to the multitude of thy mercies,0 Loyd, | 
blot out my tranſgreſſions. and as-S;Peter cout. 
ſelled, Ads:3. 19. Repent ye, and be converted; 
that your (innes may be blotted ont ; our” of the 
book of Conſcience (which pricks-you;; AQs/ 
2.:37:) and out of all other Gods: records} 
ſtanding as memorials againſt you.. Thus: did] 
« S, Peter, when Chriſt looked back upon him, 
and: put him in minde of' his finne; he went out 
and. wept bitterly , && delevit quod deflevit, he 
wept and. wipt out his finne. Thus+> Dayid!| 
waſhed his bed, and made. it ſwim. Aha: the* 
woman-ſinner (Luk. 7.38.) thereby procured: 
that blefſedabſolution, . Thy ſinnes are fortives' 
thee, thy faith hath ſaved thee, go-in peace, ver, 
4.8, 50. and thus Thebloud of Jeſus Chriſt clean-" 
ſeth us from all ſinne, 1.Joh.1.7. | 

If we have a-good Conſcience { either not 
having ſinned againſt it, orbeing cleanſed from 
our finne by faith and repentance) ſothat'in' 
our Conſcience nothing remaineth writtenup' 
againſt us, happy are we: for ( 1.Joh.3. 21) 1f 


our | 


"__ 


—_—_ 
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t0 God, and whatſoever we a5k of God, weſhall re. 
ceive, For as dutifull children receive all ne. 
celfaries which they ask of their earthly fa- 
thers, ſo ſhall we of our heavenly, being his 
children by adoption. 

Bur becauſe the heart is deceitfull above 
meaſure, take heed you be not deceived : for 
many men brag of a good Conſcience, but 
few men have it. 

S. Bernard delivereth foure forts of Conſci- 
ences: twonot good, two good. 1. Thereis a 
Conſciencequier, but not good: 2. There is a 
Conſcience neither quiet nor good: 3. There 
is a Conſcience good, but not quiet: 4. There 
is a Conſcience both good and quier. 

1. The Conſcience quiet but notgood, may 


down any finne without feeling: or brawny, 
ſeared, ſenſleſſe: or ſleeping until God in mer- 
cie,or the devil in policie awakeit, This is not 
good; it proceeds from: ignorance , delight or 
-cuſtome in ſinne, or want of a ſound fairhfull 
miniſterie: a dangerous fickneſfe, not felt, and 
therefore not-defiring the cure. 

2. The Conſcience neither quiet nor good, 
is tqo ſtirring in ſmall matters, too ſenſleſſe of 
greater: ſuch is, firſt; the erroneous, accufing 


obeying the Magiſtrate : and ſecondly, the ſu- 


our heart condemne us not,thex have we confidence. 


be a broad or large Conſcience, ſwallowing | good 


Rom.8.rg, 
16,17, 
Matth.7.11, 


Jer.17.9, 


Conſcience 
quiet, but not 


| nor good. 


more for the uſe of a ceremonie, then for dil- 


perſtitious, diſquieting more for breaking our | 


See Mr.Slater 
upon Rom, 


Conſcience 
neither quier 


faſt |. 
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Conſcience 


good, but not 


quiet, 


2.Sam.2 4. 
IO, I7. 


| or for treaſons, rebellions, maſſacres of Prin- 


| fort. So Davids heart ſmote him for num- 


| ſcience, and is known by theſe ſignes. Firſt, 


| health of my countenance and my God: And he 


| | tion and pardon:as David,Pſal.51.1,8,12.&Cc. 


| faſt ona fiſh day, or omitting a few Ave Maries, 
then for drunkennes,cozening our neighbours, 


ces and people: but thirdly and eſpecially the 
deſpairing conſcience, which for Gans againſt 
God afflicts too grievouſly and endleſly, ad- 
mitting no comfort of Gods mercie & Chriſts 
merits. This Conſcience through the devils 
ſtrong deluſion, or their owndeſpair ( if ſo it 
continue ) is paſt phyſick. Theſe two are in 
the two extreams, the one too careleſle and 
fearleſſe, the other too carefull and feartull; 
both dangerouſly evil. 

3. The Conſcience good, but not quiet, ac- 
cuſeth for breach of Gods law, and fills the 
heart with ſorrows and fears, yet grieveth 
more at his faultthenat his punithment z and 
therefore tends to good, and ſeeks for com- 


bring the people ( as truſting to them rather 
then to God) and prayed that he mightbe pu- 
niſhed and they ſaved. This is a good Con- 


except inthe violence of temptation, it holds | 
the principle, Tet God's loving unto Iſrael, and, 
O my ſoul, why art thou ſo diſquieted within me ? 
hope in God, for I will yet praiſe him , whos the 


ſeeks to the Lord in good time for reconcilia- 


And hereſolves with Job, chap. 13.15, though | 


_ 1 


_—_— 
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the Lord ſhould kill him, yer to put his truſt 
[in him, Secondly, he is carcfull ro uſe the 
means, and hungerly hangs upon the miniſte» 
rie of the word: no phyſician in the deadlicft 
ſickneſſe more welcome, then he that declares 
Gods mercicto one thus afflicted : he receives 
him as the angel of God, evenas-Chriſt Jeſus, | Gal.4.rs. 
more deare to himthen his own eyes. 0h how | Rom. 10,15. 
beautifull are the feet of them that preach the 
Goſpel of peace, und bring glad tidings of good 
things !. Thirdly, he continues in the wayes 
of Gods commandments uſually with more 
ftricneſle and zeal then others leſle troubled. 
And this Conſcience is bleſſed with a happy 
ſucceſle; for-ſuch men are now'in their phy- | 
ſick, they * hunger after comfort, and ſhallbel| « yaz.,.4,6. 
| ſatisfied. Theſe® bruiſed reeds Chriſt will not |. 1, io 
break, nor quench this ſmoking flax. Into ; 
theſe<© wounded and half-dead travellers , the | Luk. 10. 
_— Samaritane will poure the oyl'8& wineof | 393+: 
| his mercie. Theſe are they whom our Savi- 
| our ſo lovingly calls, even them that «labour [Marr 1,28. 
and are heavieladen with the burden of itheir 
| finnes, to give them caſe and reſt. Therefore 
as-they ſaid to .blinde Battimeus'by —_ 
fide, Be of 'good comfort, for he calleth thee : 10 
I may fay toall afflited confcienceslabouring 
for pardon and: peace ,/Be'of good'comforrt, 
Jeſus calleth you.: : 7 7 07 hn £7 5407 ” 
4+ The Conſcience both good and quier, |-oniience 
is that which after duc knowledge of his owa |auq —_ 


H  finne, 


— h—— a. 


© Mark 10.49 


—————_—_ 
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4 BProv.I15.15: | 
i Þx,Joh, 3-21, 
| 'Rom. 148. | 


| K Rog, To 


1Rom.$.18, 


m 1.Joh.4.17 
2.Tim. 4.8. 
2. Cor.1.12. 
nLuk.12.32. 
0 1,Pet.1.4. 


R#.(C052.9. 


| 
} 
; 


58 | 
| finsc, repeacance, faith, reconciliation, findes 
| rrom.s.r. | aBdfrels peace with Gad:this is ascontinuall | 
_ 1,14, | teaſthe Chriſtians jewel worth alltheworld, 


b heayen uponearth, This miniſtreth comfort 
and joy both in life and death: fori whether we 
leve, we livenavtethe Lordgand wirether we dis we 
die wnta the Lord : whether welive therefore yer 
de, we are the Lords. * All things ſhell work te- 
gether. for qeod to 9. | Gur ſufferings in this 
wer are not werntby te be compared tothe glorie 
prepared for us/in the next [We bave com» 


fort inalljudgements, even in the expectation 
| of the ®great day, Our inheritance is a *king- 
dome, © tncorruptthle, andefiied, immartall: ? Zye 
hath nat ſexw, ner tare heord; wither have entred. 
| 1987 0: eo heart of man, thethivgs mbich God hat 
prepared for them #1t love $im... Therefore 
when we have beatcn our brains, and imagi; 
ned, the greareſt joy! and felicirigc thad-our 
heares-can. think ; yee- we may: Rill lays, This 
is not itz for all 3 man eav poſiibly think; 
comes 1{hort of it, as S, Auguſtine ſpeaketh, 
Such troubles, and fucb. quiey Qbaſcin- 
ces are-both ety feels the Lordis 
ſtrong, the other ſweet: the gnc itt fharpneſſe, 
the other in {weetneſſe runncs the wayes of 
Gods commandments;: the one is inthe bat- 
cell, ch& other it the; viRorie; the:one; in the 
way to peace, the other in, pofleſſion ; the 
one feeds ry, the: other is- ftisficd: 


both are blefiks), 


Now 


—— ai 


— — 
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Now to procureand preſerve Bs Means to 
ſcience, I commend unto you thefe means: | Fragen 


 Fitſt, every morning beforewe riſe;to-ebn- | good Conſci» 
ſider ( as good husbands do ) whar buſineſſe | << 


we have to do' that day, what co 
temptations we'are' to\rheer. withall ; rien ro 
look into' our law-book: of Conſcience! ( of 
Gods word) how to carrie' our felves purely 
and profitably therein. This muſt be -one 
* lamp and lighr, our'> delight and coonfol- 
lour, to: make us witer. rhen our © enemies, 


Ireachers, © ancients, * wile as ſetpents, inno- | * 


cent as doves, the onely way to 8 cleanſe.our 
wayes, and make themiproſper. This, as Da- 
vid faid,. was the bleſſed mans practiſei' day 
and night. Shall the wicked * deviſe miſehief 
upon their beds, and ſhalt not the” religious 
meditate upon: goodnefle toi'be performed, 
finne to be avoided, 'Conſcience'to bei kept 
clkeare'? 'Shall men ftydic upom the Princes, 
laws to live ſecurely here, and not Gods peo- 
ple upon'Gods:taws to live happily for ever? 
God commandeth, 7how ſhalt 2alk of my laws 
when thou lieft dawn, and' when thou rifeſÞ up; or 
frteft in thy honſe, or walkeſt inthe way: they ſhull 
be inthy heart, han, foreheud, poſts, and caters 

Therefore let us learn and-confider oardutie 
beforchand, and make vows to perform it, re- 
ſolving never tobe withdrawn fromit by fear, 
favour, lacre, pleafare, or any earthly thing; 


any,whae| 


and pray toGod to give us his\grace an} 
H 2 rit 


Deut.$ 7 2,8. 
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Pſal.119.59. 


7P 5 
[#762007 
\Pythag.aur. 
carmn,' 
Chry/oft. in 
P/al.50 hom. 
2. Antequam 
veniat tibi 
ſomnus, pro- 
fer in medium 
codicem, Con» 
ſcientiam tu- 
am, & remi- 
wiſcere pecca- 
ta tua, ſiquid 
in verbo, fa- 
fo, cogitati« 
one peccaſti. 


rir for conſtancie, heedfulneſſe;and good ſuc. 
celle cherein. 
Secondly, at. night before we ſleep, let us 
look upon our chronicle, and ſearch. in that 
book of our Conſcience what we have ſaid 
or done that day, i:thonght upon my wayes 
(faith David) a»d turned my feet unto thy teſti. 
| monies : I made haſte, and delayed not to.keep| 
thy commandments. The golden verſes of Py- 
thagoras taught naturall men, Not to admit 
{leep into-their eyes, tilLthey had thrice run 
over all they had done that day., that they 
might deteſt and amend the evil, delighr in 
the good and continue init., S, Chryſoſtame 
teacheth the ſame; co Chriſtians : Before the ap- 
proach of ſleep (ſaith he) produce thy book, thy 
Conſcience, and remember wherein thou haſt of. 
fended in word, deed , or thought. And Euſebi- 
us Emiſſenus ſaith , Let every ſoul ſpeak 10 it 
ſelf ip the ſecret of his heart, How have I ſpent 
| this day? without ſinne , without exnvie , backbi- 
ting, murmuring? have I profited my ſelf, or any 
other by good Treds , or - edification f. bave I not 
lied., ſworn amiſſe , yeelded to my Iufts , done | 
hurt to ſome body? who ſhall reſtore me this day, 
which I have loſt in vanitie, or: ſpent in evil ? 
Optimus ille Trapezita.( ſaith Climachus) He 
keeps his books eveneit ( his ayings out , and | 
his comings in) that every night books all his 
receits and expenſes, and makes all ſtraight be. 


fore he ſleep, We ſhould ſo ſearch our Con- 
| | | ſciences, ! 
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ſciences, and judge our ſelves without partia- Calo deſcen. 
lirie,. that when we come before the Judge, _— 
he may ſay, Inced notjudge this man, for he Domine nove- |. 
hath judged himſelf alreadie, 1, Cor, 11.31, 7 menove- 
And as David vowed, 7 will not climbe up in-' PCal,r; _ 
to my bed, nor ſuffer mine eyes to ſleep, &c. un- 445- 

rill T finde out a place for the temple of the 
Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of Ja- 
cob; So let us reſolve, I will not ſleep till I 
make my body the temple of the holy Ghoſt; r. Cor.6.19. 
Iwillnot reſt till I have ſwept and cleanſed it Marr. 21, 12, 
from all finfull filthineſſe, as Chriſt did the 73: 
temple at Jeruſalem : that I may fleepwith a 

clean heart to. my God, and reſt confident of 

fafetic under his proteQion, ſaying with Da- | 

vid, Lord, thou haſt (now) pnt gladneſſe in my Plal.4.8,g. 
heart: I will (now) lay me down in peace, and 

take my reſt ; for thou, Lord, onely makeſt me 
dwell in ſafety. 

Thirdly , when our feventh day, dedicated 
to Gods ſervice, approacheth, as God look- 
ed back upon all his works of the fix dayes, 
| ſo let us look back upon ours :that if we finde | 
all well , we may bleſſe. God for it; if any 
thing ſtill amiſſe, reconcile our ſelves to God 
more throughly , and uſe this ſeventh day (as | 
it was cndeinnd] for ſanRtification, for depre- 
cation, for informarion, for excitationand ſtir- 
ring us up: to-all good dutics, yea and for 
almes, and reſolution of reſticution for all 
wrongs done by us, and pardoning offences 
| doneagainſt us. H 3 Thus! 
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'2v Kings £ 


1,Cor.1 1.28, 


| 


This is Writ 
ten by a wor- 
thy Miniſter, 
Mr. Jeremy 

'| Dyke, in his 
Epiſtle dedi- 
'catorie before 
his brothers 
book,entitu- 
led The de- 
certſulneſſe of 


Mans beatt. 


| 
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Thus. having waſhed our ſelves ſeven times 
in the ſeven dayes of the week ( as Naaman 
did ſeven times in Jordan, by the:Prophers 
appointment) the leprofie of our ſinnes 
be cleanſed away,and'qur Conſciences (as the 
fleſh of his bodie)-become pure-and tender(as 
of ag innocent childe ) ta our incomparable 
comfort. And theſe things we ſhould renew 
and perform moſt exaQly in our preparation 
to: the holy Communion, and ar the begin- 
ning of the new yeare, looking: back into: the 
old , how we have ſerved God, how he hath 
preſerved us, and wherein: we have offended, 
looking forward into the new, withpurpoſe 
tobe new creatures, as old things are paſt away, 
and all things become new, 2,Cor.5.17. ' 

Allthis is as-poſhble as it is profitable, See 
it cxemplifted- in an. honourable man, an ex- 
cmplarie Chriſtian, the late young Lord H ar- 
ringtos : ( be itever remembred, for Gods 
glory , his honour , and our. imitation.) His 
courſe was,. to: keep: a. catalogue or diarie of 
his finnes againſt God, and every night, or 
the next morning'to:review the faults of the 
day'paſt;. every ſeventh morning or night be. 
fore, to review the faults of. the' whote week, 
and at the end of every moveth, to'ſurview 
the whole maneths' tranſgreſhion : All this, 
the better to know and humble himſelf, and 
| renew the practiſe of his repentance. And'the 
day before the receiving: of the holy Com- 


munion, | 


—C———————— 


” oh 
—_— _ . _ 
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munion, he alwayes humbled himſelf with | 

faſting, py, and confeſſion. 
The Lord of heaven finde us ſo alwayes 

occupied, that at our dearh we may receive 

that bleſſed welcome for the well-employ- 

ing 'of our times and talents, Well done thos| Mathsg.ar, 
good and faithfull ſervant , thou haſt been 

faithfull in little , I will make thee 
ruler over much : Enter in80 


thy Maſters joy. 
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S) BBY |< or read fome nates of it; and that 
CODPTDED if it were publiſhed, with ſome Ap. 
dix added, proving onr Ceremonies to be ap- 
proved by the reaſons and teſtimonies of other 
Tearned, yeverend and pies men , it would do 
mnrh good tomany more: I have taken the pains 
to adde ſuch an Appendix : Wherein 1 might 
have alledged nor ont of manyother worthy 
_CAuthours ( Archbiſh. Whitgifrs books againſt 
Myr. Cartwright, D*:Bridges, M-. Richard 
Hooker, D*. Covel, Dr. Spark, D*. Gardiner, 
| D*. Powell, Dr, Collins, M*. Francis Maſon, | 
M:. Ambroſe Fiſher, and others: ) Bat becauſe 1 
write ſpecially to ſuch younger and poorer mini- 

s., s tither are not able or willing to pur- 
"rhaſe many cofly books of this ſubjeft, or not at 
leiſure to reade them, 1 have thought beft to re- 
ferre ſuch Readers ( if they be not (atisfied with | 
my ſhort Abſtratt ) ſpecially to three of the lait 


( who have read and weighed all which the for- 
mer Authours have written, with the replies and; 
anſwers) to wit , our Reverend Biſhop Mortons, 


I 3 De". _ 


| Hae IEOEIOGREY 


To the Reader. 


| der, if he turn in them to the larger handling of 


 laboured to confute , or elude B. Mortons De- 
fence.) printedanno 1631, and Mr, John Sprint 


Defence , printed anno 1618, Dr, Burges'his 
anſwer to the wr of a nameleſſe Authouy (who 


his Cafſander Anglicus , printed anno 1618. 
Theſe ( and, I hope, the leaſt, ſhorteſt, or loweſt | 
prized of theſe ) will ſatisfie any reaſonable Rea-\ 


the points , by my allegations, Their reaſons are 
occaſionally diſperſed through,their whole books: | 
but I have here collefted and referred them to. 
certain heads ( or chapters ) for the Readers better 
eaſe in finding them, and judgement inweighing 
them; often contratting their larger diſcourſes in- 
to fewer words, where they may be abbreviated; 
and onely uſing their words at length where they 
= more neceſſary and urgent, then ſhortercould 
e. 

Theſe few ſhort chapters ( T hope) will paſſe, 
and rug Low Jon's aa Zar 9. wilt py 
And this I have done ſimply and plainly, with- 
out reſpert of Exining any credit or applauſe of 
learning to my ſelf, but onely of their love, and 
out of an earneſt deſire to draw them with a good 
Conſcience, willingly and cheerfully to do that, 
which otherwiſe of neceſſitie they muſt do, 


C A tableof the Chapters and Con- 


 - tentsof this AreanDIx. A, 


CHAP. I. 

ER Ceremonies are: AdjunQs, ot Parts of 

Gods proper worſhip, and alterable. Set 

forms of prayers are of Divine inftitu- 
F108, 


CHAP. II. | 


Onr book of publick prayers and Ceremonies 
made known to the famouſeſt forrein Divines, 
were approved by them all. 


CHAP. IIL 

Anſwering the objettion of Significancie. 
CHAP,,HIE 

Anſwering the objeftions drawn from the old 


Teſtament, and of things formerly abuſed by 
the Jews and Heathens. | 


CHAP. V. 
Anſwering the objeftion of Ceremonies abuſed 
formerly by Papiſt's, 


1s . CHAF: 


The Contents. 


PrFS 


Gs PIC ; '@ 44, Pp. Vi. 
rhe tear, th Soo, 
and Xonthivg a 
NO") Li; 4H A'P. 'VI1. ic4 FA. 
Our Certmantts chnmetaled far their ancient and 
ERP” wſe.. 


As, 231;< CHAP. VIIT. 


You "Y ; _ tat hoyitre , they 0 not be 
eg without ſinne. 


, "Gro in ba- 
vamunions,clarcd. 


'T *. 
% þ F 


# 


4 
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[ CHAP. I. 


Our Ceremavies are injoyyed as Adjuntts, met 
Parts of Gods proper worſhip, jo rn 
alterable. Set forms of prayers are of Di. 
vine inſtitution, and alwayes uſed in 


>#AT is the conſtantdodrine of all 
00] [45> Divines and Churches both An- 
23 [25g cient and Modern, that God 
(0D WG) hath ſufficiently comprehended 
GFAaa gs and perſpicuoully delivered the 
whole ſubſtance of his own proper worſhip, 
and things neceſſary to mans ſalvation in the 
| holy Scriptures ; and that theſe things muſt 
evermore be the ſame in all Churches, and 
unalterable. But the circumſtances and cere- 
monies of his publick worſhip ( as of place, 
time, ornaments, geſtures, &c. ) for the more 
reverent and devout performance thereof, he 
hath left ro the wiſdome of every particular 
or nationall Church to make choice of, 1b; 
chat all things be done according to that ge- 
nerall rule {the Canon of Canons ) delivered 
by S, Paul, r. Cor.14.40, 26. Let all things be 
done decently, orderly, and to edification. Theſe 
things the Lord left to the libertie of every 
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| Church, partly becauſe they are.not, of the 
ſubſtance of his worſbip, or of mens ſalvati- 
| on, bar;agjunAs pnely':-and parely becauſe 
one form thereof cannot fit every countrey 
or age, but muſt be varied and applied to ſe- 
verall nations and times, as ſhall be found 
moſt convenlent. Thus reacheth SafntHietom 
| epiſt. 28. ad Lucinum, concluding thus, Vna- 
queque provincia abundtt in ſus fenſn. And thus 
Saint Ambroſe and Saint Auguſtine( who is. 
accounted The month of the Fathers ) epiſt.86, 
& 118, & 119. & alibi paſiim, Totum- hoc ge- 
nw ( (ay _) liberas babes obſervationes. And. 
thus that old common ſaying, Diſſonantia je-- 
Junii non tollit conſonantiam fidei, And thus. 
Zanchius (the great reformed, Schoolman ) 
tows 8. Loco 16. De traditionibus Eccleſiaſticis, 
| pag.821, &c. And thus all other late Divines, 
as will appeare full enough in our chapters 
following, And thus our Church profeſſeth 
in our book of articles, Anno 1562, Artic. 
34. Every particular, or nationall Church, 
hath authoritie to ordain, change, and aboliſh 
ceremonies or rites of the Church ordained 
onely by mans authority, ſo that all things be 
done to-edifying, And in the preface before 
the book of common Prayer confirmed by 
at of Parliament, touching ceremonies, we 
have theſe words, We think it- comvenient that 
every countrey ſhould uſe ſuch ceremonies as they 
ſhall think fit tothe ſetting forth of Gods honouy 


and | 


[ 


” Wo * 4 


Ads. tt. tA Ea. ad [7 


| firſt fruits: and verſ.5.and 13. And Pſalme 92. 


Chap.rt. Concerning Ceremonies. 


and glory, and to the reducing of the people to a 
moſt perfect and godly living, without errour or 
nur oves : and that they ſhould put away other 
i 


in mens ordinances it often chanceth diverſly 
in divers countreys. And theſe words alſo, 
Theſe Ceremonics are retained for a diſcipline 
and order: which ( upon juſt cauſes ) may be al. 
tered and changed, and therefore are not to be 
eſtcemed equall with Gods law. WY 
See here how vain and ignorant their doubt 
is, that think our Ceremonies are impoſed as 
parts of Gods proper worſhip. 
And whereas ſome milſlike that any ſet 
form of prayers ſhould be impoſed-in the 
publick ſervice of God; I wiſh them to con- 
{ider betrer, that God himſelf not onely al- 
lowed but impoſed ſuch, and his beſt ſervants 
uſed ſuch. Numb. 6. 23. 0x this wiſe ( faith 
the Lord ) ſhall ye bleſſe the children of Iſrael, 
ſaying,&rc.the three verſes following ſet down 
the very words to be ſaid:and Num.10.35,36. 


ngs which they perceive to be moſt abuſed, as 


there is the ſet prayer which Moſes muſt pra-; 


nounce when the Ark was to go forwards,and: 
when it was to reſt. And Deur. 26. 3. the fet 
form of words to be ſaid at the offering of the 


was made properly for the Sabbath day, and' 
Pſalme 22.for every morning, and Pſalme 102 


All the 
Pſalmes are 
prayers or 
praiſes of 
God, in ſet 
forms, and 
words an- 
ſwering the 
length and 


for times of affliction. This appeareth by the 
titles of theſe Pſalmes. The like is 2, Chron. 


| 


K 29.30.| 


number of 
muſlick notes. 


| 


—— — 
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29. 30, And we finde Rom. 1,7. 1, Cor. 1.3. 
2» Cor. 1.2. Galat, 1.3. Ephel. r.2.. Saint Paul 
uſed the ſame ſer form of words or prayers 
without variation. And our Saviour Chriſt 
himſelf ( Matth.26.39,42, 44+ ) prayed three 
ſeverall times ſaying the ſame words : and 
Saiat Mark hath the like, Mark 14. 39. Beſide 
the Lords prayer, which our Saviour himſelf 
preſcribed to his Apoſtles, Luke « 1.2. Whey 
ye pray, ſay, Our Father,@&c. which prayer they 
uſed in the adminiſtration of our Lords ſup- 
per, as Saint Hierom witnefſcth, /16. 3. contra 
Pelagianos; and Gregor, lib. 7. epiit. 63. And ir 
was uſed generally in all Liturgics or publick 
| prayers; as is manifeſt by S.. Auguſtine, eprft. 
59. by Saint Hierom and Gregory in the pla- 
ces above cited and Saint Ambroſe 16.5. de 
Sacy. cap. 4. and Saint Cyrill Carech.5.my(t. 
: If any objec, thatprayers ſhould be varied 
according to the varictic of occafions; let him 
| conſider, that cheſe formerly mentioned were 
_ ſoare _ our ww prayerbook. 
-There are gene a erall, & par- 
| achidir pon wares Ns 
weather, in time of dearth, famine, warres, 
plagues, or fickaeſſe: Baptiſmes,communions, 
marriages, viſttations of rhe ſick, burials ofthe 
dead, &c. and thankſgivings varied upon va- 
ous occaſtons, for theſe and the like caſes. | 
Its all which, I cannot imagine what any god- 
ty fober-minded man can finde to age"! 


| & 


 remonics fimply unfit Buy rect pig. 580, 


: —=——— - 


Chap: 2. Coming 'Certmonies. 


And if any man think them cov ſhort, let him | 
remember that Chriſt condemned too much 
ſpeaking ( like the Hearhens ) Match, 6, 7,8, 

this reaſon, For 'Ged knowah mr needs 
before we ask: and long prayers are as' well 
notes of hypocrifie as of true CREE 
RACIY L4- - £ 


CHAP, II. 


Our publick prayers and Ceremonies being made 
known to the famouſeſt forrein Divines , were 
approved by them all, 


He Ceremonies of our Church, and our 
book of pubtlick prayer weretiade khown 
to the moſt famous and beſt Divines of other 
reformed Churches ther living, by books 
thereof tranflated into the Laririe rongue, and 
by ihany fecters," atd trach conference be. 
ewixe-cthem/and our Divines; 4nd by matiy' of 
them much commended, by all approved to 
be lawfull, one onely excepted. Door Buys 
a having ſearched the wrirings of Geogns 
concluderh that not apy one cat be produte 
( except Wigandus atorte } that held our" Ce. 


561, Evert MF, Carroright- Hi f (our Env | 
glifh Rtaridard-bearer ro eo Non-confornse 
ter his long dppoſitiort and! much writ 
tength complaineth that he 'was Mi 


K 2 derſtood) _ 


CA Appenaix Chap.2. | 


— 


derſtood and wronged, as if. he held the un- 
lawfulneſſe, whereas he held onely the incon- 
venicnce of our Ceremonies, /ib. 3. pag. 24 c. 
And the ſame man having written ſharply 
in his firſt book againſt the Surpleſle, yer up- 
on more mature conſideration became more 
moderate in his third book , and( pag. 75. ) 
called it 4 ſimple inconvenience, and a thing in 
irs own nature indifferent, and that it ought to 
be worn, rather then the miniſterie forſaken, 
lib.3.pag.262. Hooker Eccl,polit. pag, 243. And 
what is ſaid, by him-& others, of the Surpleſle 
( which was moſt ſtuck at by many Engliſh) is 
to be underſtood much rather of the reſt of the 
Ceremonies,and ſo was intended by thoſe au- 
rhours; to wit, that they are in their own natare | 
indifferent, and not unlawful, And this will ap- 
care morc _ in the whole diſcourſe fol- 
bates Mean ſeaſon, hcare the teſtimonie of 
Alexander Aleſius (aworthy Scot, of great ac- 
count and. note : ) he much commends-our 
book of Common prayer, and the orderin 
of our Church according thereunto, and cal. 
leth it Preclariſimum & divinum ſattum, and 
ſaith, The ,vertue and piety of the Engliſh here- 
in would, rejoyce many hearts, and help their en- 
P_— to do _ like, ry; grieve the enemies 
of the truth for. the. good ſucceſſe and progreſſe 
thereof: —_— complaineth - an _ 
tious mindes ſhould move any to-miflike ir, 
and (as if they onely were wiſe ) ſtirre up un- 
neceſſary | 


| Chap. 3. Concerning Ceremonies, 


neceſſary queſtions and diſputations, neglect» | 
ing the knowledge of neceſſary things. And | 
he addes, That the contention of brethren about 
this book, comes from the Devil, who failing one 
way , ſeeks another way to do miſchief to the 
Church. And finally he ſaith, Thi book « pro- 
fitable of it ſelf", and the reading thereof 'will do 
good to many , and at thus time it ſeemeth to be 
offered unto us from heaven, Proem. before his 
tranſlation of the Common prayer book, in 
ſcript. Anglican. Bucer, fol. 373, 375. Sprint, 


I24, 125. 
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CHAP. III. 


Our Ceremonies are not to be condemned, but 
commended for their Significancy. 


Mmmm ſhould be ſignificative of mo- 
zrall vertues, ſo they be not counted ope- 
rative as Sacraments ( ordained by God) of 
ſpirituall graces conferred by them, as Biſhop 
Aorton well diſtinguiſheth, Defence cap. 3. 
echeq- 
f Many of the Romiſh Ceremonies are not 
onely fignificative,bur thought alſo to be ope- 
rative ( as Exorciſmes,Holy-water, Croflings, 
Spittle, Exſufflation, 8&Cc. ) to drive away'the 
Devil and to work ſupernaturall effects. Theſe 
we condemne; for none can ordain ſuch ope- 
rative Ceremonies, but God onely thar 
K 3 can 


L- 


{ 


i 


$ An Appendix © Chap.3. 
can give the ſupernatural effets. For, 

B:ſh. Mort. | | - Sacraments have a double ſignification,one 

#b1d-ſt5- | ad modues figni, another ad modww figilli,and 


therefore are both ſgmrficarnt and fignems, by 
conjoyning whereaf they are Operative and 
Exbibitive by Gods ordinance and promiſe, 
performing alfo that which they fignifie and 
ſeal: as Bellarmine allo teacheth, libre r.de ſs- 
cram. in gener, Cap. 11. Q. 4. & 5. defenit. 
And therefore no man or Angell can infti- 
tutc a Sacrament, but God ancly : as Bellar- 
mine confeſſeth, De Matrimenio lib, t. cap. 
3 Poferiore modo : agreeing herein with Me- 
_— Calvin, Chemnitizs, by him there al- 
ledged. 

But our Ceremonies ſignifie onely morall 
duties, giving us occaſion to think and medi- 
tate 'of them, bur neither feal nor exhibite 
them, If; when I put on my miniſterial or- 
namcbts, I am preſently pu in minde of my 
' duric, fioce God by the Chmch hath difiim- 
 guiſh2d. me from 1ny flock, to be their mini- 
{ter, that , to be their motth unra God in 
offering to him their prayers, confeſſions, de- 
precations,, and thatdkfgivings, and: to be 
' Gods Embaſſadour and nrouth wag them, 
ro ſhew chem his will, to: proclaim his gra- 
cious pardon for their finnes upontheir faick 
and repentance,and this ſtirres:me-up'td' per. 


wiſdome, faithfulncile and reverence 


POL 


—_—_— 


form that great office with the greateſt care, | 
that 1 | 
Can: V 


| Chap.33, Concerning Ceremonies. 


feeing me come in ſuch ornaments in- 
to my place, do preſently con fider, This man 
(though of *like infirmities with us)yeris the 
meſſenger of the God of heaven, and by of. 
fice is more then an ordinary man , ® ſeparated 
from. all worldly buſineſle ro a more excel. 
tent work, to-be Gods< Embaſſadour, ſent un- 
to us 4 to. open oar eyes, to turn us from dark- 
neflc unto light, and from the power of Saran 


can: Is/ there. any huet in this? And if the 


—— 


unto God, &c. To him hath our Bleffed Sa- 
viour committed the miniſterie of reconcilia- 


100, *to reconcile us ſinfull creatures ro God 
our glorious Creatour : Him we ought to 
heare as fGod himſelf; and reverence hum, 
not {o much for his perſonall verrnes orſtare, 
( as many do onely ) as for his great office, 
which he now comes to pony for our un- 
ſpeakable good. If thus the people medicare, 
and ftirre up themfelves with joy and reve- 


rence to heare and obey ; can any man finde 
fault with this, or not rather much commend 
it *- Surety'it is both ordinary and commen- 
dable in them ro do the like , when the: Em: 
baſſadonrs of other great Princes come rode- 
clare their gladſome meſſages of peace, amity, 
proſperity, and. worldly happinefſe.. And if 
ſuch Embaſſadours be known by their di- 
ſtin& robes and oraaments, from other men; | 
why not Gods Meflengers by theirs 4 They, 


by their glorious veſtures ſhining with gold, 
| | * {77,71 Mives, 


| — 
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2 As 14. r5. 


b Rom:1.r, | 
Atts 13.2, ; 


©2.Cor.$.,20, 
4 As 26,18. 


© 2. Cor. 5.18, | 


I9, x 


fuk. ro.r6, | 


| 
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£ Bucer to B. 
Hooper, 
Scrip. Angli- 
can. fol. 682, 
707, 709. 
and to Alaſc, 
h Martyr loce 
com-fol.1085 
iZanch. de 


Redempt.cap. 
16. fol.445.4+ 


Sprint pag- 
130.0 ſeqq. 


k Calv. Inftit. 
lib.4.cap,10. 


S 15, 


I arts loc 
Com. claſſ. 2. 
cap,4.p.198. 


ſilver, precious ſtones, pearls, and worldly 
pomp, fignifying and ſerting forth their kings 
magnificence : We by our grave black gowns, 
far from the bright-coloured garments and 


| brayerie of the world; and above all with the 


white linen Surpleſſe, reſembling the veſt- 
ments wherein the angels appeared in the Re- 
velation (the miniſters ofthe Goſpel being or- 
dinarily called angels, Rev. 2. and 3. ) fitly fi- 
gnifying cleanneſle, innocencie, holineſle, and 
brightneſle both of doctrine and life (as 8 Bu- 
cer, * Martyr, i Zanchius ſhew the Surpleſſe 
doth better ſignifie,thenany woollen garment 
can do.) If thereby both miniſter and peo- 
ple be put in minde of ſuch duties and vertues, 
what inconvenience can come of this And 
the like may be ſaid reſpeRively of the reſt 
of our Ceremonies : the Croſle is fignifica- 
tive of our conſtancic; kneeling , humility ; 
ſtanding, our readineſle to profeſſe and main- 
tain the docrine of faith, &c. 

Our beſt Divines ſay, Our Ceremonies 
ought to be ſignificant : elſe they are no Ce- 
remonies, but like a day without light. * Cal- 
vin inveighs againſt the Papiſts pomp of Ce- 
remonies, that like unto dumbe ſhews teach 
nothing, nor are underſtood. ! Peter Martyr 
ſaich the like, inſtancing in their Prieſts 
muttering the words of Conſecration in ſe- 
cret : which is alſo condemned with many 


other, by D*. Reynolds, Confer.pag.569, &c. | 


and pag. 5745755576: B. Morton 


—— 


_— —_ 


|Chap, 3. Concerning Ceremonies, 


wm | 


B. Morton proves that the Church may or- 
dain ſignificant Ceremonies : as, r. Theanci- 
eng, Church did ordain ſtanding in Prayer 
(and not kneeling) onall the Lords dayes, and 
on every day betwixt Eaſter and Whirſun- 
tide, in memorie and profeſſion of Chriſts 
reſurreRion. 2. The feaſts of Eaſter and Whit- 
ſuntide, which feaſts have continued ( as Zan- | 
chius witneſſerh)ever ſince the Apoſtles times, 
obſerved in all Churches of the world. 
Theſe were ſignificant rites, appropriate to 
actions of religious worſhip: which the Non- 
conformiſts do not denie. | 

D. Burges in anſwer to thenameleſſereply- 
er, obſerves that the replyerpaſſethwith fi- 
lence this objeQion of theſe two feaſts, as not 
knowing what to ſay: for, to condemne the 
feaſts, were to condemne all the Churches of 
God, which have uſed and do uſe them. to 
this day: and to yeeld them lawfull, is toicon- 
feſſe that the Church of God: may ordain f1- 
gnificant Ceremonies : for it is manifeſt, They 
were ordained by men, and are ſignificant of 
Chriſts deathand reſurreRion, and memorials 
of the benefits thereof, and excite us to pietie, 
faith, and hope, morally; though not opera- 
tively, as Sacraments do by divine inſtitution. 
Finally , They. that condemne ſignificant 


Biſh, Morton 
cap.3-ſeft,z9 


Der. Burges 
anſwer, pag. 
399» 


Dr, Burges 
ibid.401, 


Ceremonies, yet have ftriven for fitting at 
Communions, in token of reſt, and fitter ol 
fignifie our coheirſhip with Chriſt : In their 

L Admoni- 


or The 


UNION THEOLOG 


ICAL SEMINARY. {+ 


i" 


Ys 
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| Admonition and Freatiſe againſt kneeling,and 

Hitere Damaſe. And they commend the Com- 
| munion Table as fitter then ag Altar, to ſigni- 
| fie qur ſpirituall feaſting. 


CHAP. IIIT. 
| Net forbidden by the Scriptures of the old Teſta- 


ment, by the judgement of the beſb Divines,, 
ancient aud modern. 


| BY: it'is alledged, that the: laws. of the 
old Teſtament: for aboliſhing of all mo- 
numents and reliques of Idolatry, do binde 
us as much as they did the Jews; namely that 
| | precept of Deut. 7. 25. The graven images of 
their gods ſhall ye burn with fire: thou ſhalt not 
| deſire the ſilver or gold that is on them, noy take 
it unto thee, leſt thou be ſnared therein, far-it is 
| 48 abomination to the Lord thy God: and chap. | 
12.3. Ye ſhall overthrow their altars, and break 
their pillars, and burn their groves with fire: and 
ye ſhall hew down the. eraven images of their 
gods, and deſtroy the names: of them out of' that 
place: and Iſai. 30, 22, Ye ſhall defile the oo: 
ering of thy graven images of ſilver, and the 
ornaments of thy molten images of gold: thowſhalt 
caſt them away as a menſiruous cloth, thou ſhalt 
ſay. unto it, Get thee hence. 
To. this is anſwered, 1. That theſe things 
preſcribed by Moſes and the Propher, King 


—_ - — — — __ 


Edward | 


a 


[ 


i 
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Edward and Queen Elifabeth: worthily' per: 
formed, and left no-idols nor their covermgs 
ro-be aboliſhed by their ſuccefſours. Onr Sur- 
plefles ( by ſome in that point condemned Y| 
are no ſuch things, but like the ancient orna- 
ments of the miniſters- of the Goſpel inthe 
Primitive times, before tdolatrie ſetled in the | 


Church:and if ſome Surpleſſes in the middle | 


times were uſed as inſtruments of, idolatrie, 
they are vaniſhed; ours are new, and were ne- 
ver ſo uſed, 

2. Thar although not the coverings of 
idols, yet other particular things abuſed fo 
idolatrie may afterwards be lawfully uſed by 
Chriſtians, as the creatures of God, ſo it be 
withour ſcandal. And therefore thoſe laws 
do not ſo much binde us as they did the 
Jews. This is S. Pauls doatrine concerning! 
meats offered to idols, 1. Cor. ro. 26, For 
learned'men obſerve, that there were ufually 
ſold in the markets theſe three things; r. The 
heads of beafts ſacrificed to — z. Some 

arts of the body belonging to rhe prieſts, 
being more des Are nevded to car. And 2, 
ſome pieces carried home by ſuch as returned 
from the ſacriffces, which they might ſpare. 
And of theſe, Sainr Paul ſaith, it was lawfall 
for Chriftiansto bny and ear, at home or at 
feafts, if they knew not thar any nan was 
ſcandalized thereby, This particular may 
ſerve for arule in m_— particular —_ 

2 W 


. | ſons ſermon 


See Mr, Ma- 


at Norwich, 
pag.42,&c, 


Pfal. 24.1: 
1, Time4.4. | 
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23, 24 


| idols may not be taken to mens private uſes, 
Tleſt they ſeem to deſtroy the idols for cove- 


(atoinepiſt. 
- ibid. 
| Jok6.19,24 


Judges 6.25, 
a6, 


which have been polluted (the pollution be- 
ing taken away or unknown, or no offence ta- 
ken at it ) they may be ſafely uſed as the good 
creatures of God, Which Saint Auguſtine 
counted ſo plain that it needed no further ex- 
plication: bur he gathers out of Deurt. 7. 25. 
that the gold and filver, or other riches of 


touſneſle, not for piety: yet ſuch things may 
be converted to Gods ſervice, as wicked ido- 
latrous men may-be converted to his ſervice; 
and as the water of fountains dedicated to 
falſe gods may be uſed for baptiſme to the 
true Godzas bells rung to the ſervice of idols, |: 
and temples dedicated to them, may be rung 
and uſed to the true Gods ſervice, ( and ſo 
have been uſed in the Primitive Church, and- 
in later times in England, France, and all the 
Chriſtian world over, and may well be done 
without ſcruple of Conſcience, ſaith Calvin ) 
And this S. Auguſtine confirmeth by Joſhua |. 
his preſerving the filver, gold, and veſlels- 
of brafle and iron, uſefull for Gods ſervice, 
to. be kept in Gods treaſury, when all other 
things in the taking of Jericho were accurſed;| 
and deſtroyed ; and by Gideons ſacrificing a 
bullock unto God, and burning it with the 
wood of the grovededicatedto Baal,by Gods 
own appointment. 


Thus we. have the judgement of the _ 
| ſtles 


Chap. 4. Concerning Ceremonies. 


15 


ſtles delivered by Saint Paul, and the judge- 
ment-of the ancient fathers delivered by Saint 
- | Auguſtine, ofthis point. Now for the judge- | 
ment of later Divines of reformed Churches, 
we may well] wonder, that the Non-confor- 
miſts alledge Calvine, Martyr,Gryneus,Wolfins, 
Urſinus, Machabers, in Simlerus, Zep- 
perus, our book of Homilies, Dotour Falk, 


Burges page 
619, 


and others, for their opinion. Surely they 
miſtake them: for in plain places of their wri- 
tings, they ſay the plain contrary. 

Calvine (on Deut. ſerm. 32, pag. 310)faith, 


We make no conſcience now, of turning the tens- 
ples, which were 1dol-houſes, unto the ſervice of 


57. on Deut. fol. 344) This law, forbidding 
the handling of gold and ſilver, ſervid but fr a 
time, for God trained up that people like little 
babies, And MF. Parker yeelds that Calvineis 
of a contrarie jadgement-to them. Parker on 
the Croſſe, part 1. pag. 36. Peter Martyr ſaith 
that Princes and common-wealths may now 
lawfully convert to publick uſe the gold, fil- 
ver, &c. of idols ; which the Jews might by 
no means reſerve; becauſe it-was forbidden to 
the Jews. The ſame Martyr (epiſt. ad Hooper. 
p4g.1087: ) ſaith, We muſt take heed, that we 
preſſe not the Church with too much ſervitude,as 
to'think we may uſe nothing that hath been Po- 
piſh. The ancient fathers took the temples of idols, 


and convertedthem into holy houſes of God: and 
L 3 the 


God, which the Jews ought not to do. And (ſerm. | 


Martyr. loc. 
com. claſſez. | 


Cap.12. page 
349+ 


Burges page 
1087, 
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the revenues which the Gentiles had conſecrated 


to their gods, and to. the Veſtal virgins , they 
turned to maintain the miniſtery: yea the wery 
verſes of Paets ſerving the muſes , idols,. oqme- 
dies, theaters, axd to perifi their gods, Eccleſs- 
aſticall mriters.( the aqy-quites and epply 
{o farre as they finde them fit, good, and true,to 
Gods worſhip; direfed by Saint Paul, who diſ- 
daincd not to cite Menander, CAratus, Epiment- 
des. their words or verſes. Furthermore, wha 
knows not that wine ws conſecrated ta Bacchus, 
bread to Ceres, water to. Neptuwe, olives to Mi. 
nerva, letters to Mercury, ſongs tothe Muſes as 
to Apollo, te idols, or Devils? all which we 
doubt not to apply. as well to ſacred as to civill 
wſes, Thus P. Martyr. 

Zauchias alſo plainly denies theſe laws naw 
to bindeas then they did, Zanchr de Redempt. 
lib. I. p48. 648. whichalſo may be ſhewed in 
the reſt of the Authours alledged, ſaith Dr, 
Burges, pag. 619. 

For other things abuſed, Shall we notbowe 
the knee to God ( as 2. Chron. 6.13. Ezra 9.5. 
Ads 20.36. ) becauſe bowing was abuſed to 
Baal*'1, Kings 19.18. nor the body and head 
to the ground(as Joſbua 7. 6. 2.Chron.7. 3.) 
becauſe many did (o. to idols? Iſai. 2. 8, 9. 
nor life up-our eyes in token of expectation 
(as Plalme*123. 13. Mark 6. qr. John 11. 47. | 
and 17. 1.) becauſe ſome did ſo to. idols? 
Ezckiel 18, 6. nor ſtretch owe our hands to: 


God ) 
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| God in prayer ( as 2. Chron. 6. 13. Palme, 
| 63-4+ 1- Tm2..8. ) becauſe ſonic did ſo to/ 
ſtrange gods e Plalme 44.20. 

The example of Hezekiahs aboliſhing the 
brazen ſerpent is alſo urged, for the aboliſh- 
ing of Ceremonies formerly abuſed. But I 
anſwer, 'The' example of Hezekiah” teacheth 
'Princes to uſe their libertie,, as he did his. 
The Church may be purged of things idola- 
troufly uſed , two wayes: one by aboliſhing 
them; the other by _— away the abuſe 
'oftely, The firſt way he uſed, by raking _ 
away the brazen ſerpent : the other he uſed, 
in ſparing Solomons chappels built for Aſh- 
toreth, Chemoſh,and Milcom, heathen'gods, 
(r. Kings 12.7. ) for they ſtood Mill till ofiahs 
rime,(2.King.23.13:) yer God gave Hezekiah 
this reſtimonie,(2.Kings 18.) Hezekiah clave 
to the Lord, and departed not from followingdbt11, | 
but kept his commandments, which the Loyd cont- 
manded Moſes. But howſoever many excel- 
lent Divines exhort Princes to imitate the 
zeal of Hezekiah and Joſtah : yet rhey ſay 
not that private Chriſtians may do it withour 


authoritic. 


CHAP. 
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Suarex in 
Thom. tom. . 
q.65.ſef.2. 
Burges 583, 
584. 


Burges bid. 
443. 


CHAP. V. 


Hs our Ceremonies are inpofhs by our Prin- 
ces, and uſed by us, they differ much from 


2 = is great difference betwixt the 
Papiſts Ceremonies and. ours, even in 
things of the ſame ſubſtance. Their Sure 
ſhews us that Ceremonies are ſo farre Cere- 
monies, as they are to be obſerved in the uſe 
of ſome ſacred ation, of which they are not 
the ſubſtance. And after, Theſe Ceremonies 
differ among themſelves vel ritu, vel fine, in 
their «ſe or ezd: meaning, that where the rite 
or thing uſed, is the ſame in itſelf, yetina dit- 
ferent uſe, orto another end, it is not the ſame| 
but another Ceremonie. And thus, Bowing 
the knee in th@maſle-rime, is a different Ce- 
remonie from bowing to the altar, or.to the 
crucifix, or to the hoſt, or to the chalice : and 
ſo our Croſle upon Baptiſme,is a different Ce- 
remonie from theirs applyed to other uſes. 
When bowing the knee was uſed in the ſer- 
vice of Baal, it was a Ceremonie of idolatry: 
but when it was uſed to God, it was no mo- 
numen. of idolatry. It is no monument which 
doth not menere , nor is inſtituted or fixed to 
that end. As a Tombe without an inſcription 
is nota worgent but a grave. The inſcripti- 
on applying i to the memory and mention 
of the party there intombed, makes it a 10- 
nument-: | 
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#ement: and applyed to anothers name there 
latelier buried, quite alters the nature of it, 
and makes ,it a new monument. So alſo, ho 
metall is »oneta, money, bur in reſpe& of the 
Governours ſtamp upon it: alter the ſtamp, 
and ſtamp the Spaniſh pieces with the Engliſh 
arms, and then it is nor Spaniſh money, but 
Engliſh, though the merall and ſubſtance be 
ſtill the ſame. By the like reaſon, bowing to 
Baal is no monument of religious bowing to 
God; nor ( after that ) bowing to God, any 
monument of the idolatrous uſe of bowing to 
Baal: likewiſe the uſe of the Croſſe with 


us, is no monument of the Popiſh abuſe, no 
more then the Popiſh abuſe was a monument 
of the lawfull uſe of ir in the Primitive 
Church. Preſent intention and profeſſed uſe. 
of anindifferent Ceremonie is all the impreſ- 
fion or inſcription that it hath: even as the 
Elements in the Lords Sacramcats are onely 
facramenrall in the ſacramenrall uſe, and not 


ptifme,.; :-:;: -; | 


ſhews great differences in the operative ver-. 


ing wondrous many, from our fewand plain, 


edification. And pag. 285. Ours are meerly 


before or after; as the water -uſed in Ba-| 
. DF. Burges in a digreſſion (p4g.475-09 feq.) | 


rue, holineſſe, neceſſitie, and worſhip bf God | 
which Papiſts place in their Ceremonies be-| 


ordained onely for comelineſſ,; order: and/| 


4 


ſignificative, theirs beleeved alſo to be operatinie: | 
M ' (Vi 


tn ge 


— 
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| (8 exorciſmes, crefiings, 2 wen wkling of boly- WaA- 


ten , of! , ehriſme, ex , ringing of hal- 
lowed hel and ſuch like os drive away the De- 
vil )ours arbitraxy, hoe held neceſſarye ours of 
morall duties. onely,, theirs ſignifying and ſha- | 
doming out divine graces , procuring, and me-| 
riting them at Gods hand. Our ſmall threeds . | 
(1 hope ) may well paſſe through the needles eye, 
hee =o their Camels cannot, 295. 
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CHAP. VI. | 


The Surpleſſe, Croſſe at- Baptiſme, and Kneeling; | 
at Communions, approved. || 


| Ur this is better feen in the particulars, 
yo our: people do molt: ſtick ae; the || 
| Surplede, che Croſſe, and: Knceling/a the re] 
ceiving of our Lords: Supper. | | 

' Ofthe gooduſc- of the Surpleſſe amongſt 
us, I have. ſaid enough in the third chapter: | 
now of our. difference from the Papiſts. A: | 
mong them the Surpleſſe might nor be uſed; |, 
yorall ſome Biſhop« ©r his deputies had! ſo-| 
| lemnly: hallowed it with prayers, ro defend'| 
| the. wearer from the Devils aſſaults, and'with| 

| many: croflings , and holy-wazer ſprinkling”: 
| which done, no publick ac of miniſteriall'ſer. 
| vice might be done without it (cxceprin the 
F Maſſe, which required higher geare. ) The| 
| Ions ons Surple(I6,0rwith-. 


Our l 
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| furniture, the Amice; Alb, 
che reft: otherwiſe he finnes mortally. Theſe: 
chings- DF. Barges ſheweth arid proverh'onr: 
| [of rheir own books, pag. 475,476: 
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out it( at his choice TEREIES onthe Miffal 
unicle; Seole,ahd 


It is not ſo with us: we ufe the Surpleſſe 


| otiely as a decent diftintive garment; a$ alſo 


the additions of hoods( ſhewing learned mens 
degrees in the Univerſfcies ) may affute ns. In 
which ufe, the Divines of reformed Chnrches 


| do allowit, according” to the examples of the 
| ancietit Fathers , Chr yſoſtom. Hom. 83.11 Matt. 


Hieronymus lib. 1. cont. Pelag, Of this judge- 
ment 13 -Zanehins, De: Redempt. cup. 16, Pet. 
Martyr los. epift-Hooper:fol.1087.citing Chry+ 
foſtome'and Cyprian. Ballinger and Gralter ci- 
ting Theodoret, h###. 2.27. Socr.6.22. Pobaas, 
Zepperns , &c, Thus M*. Sprint, pag. 88. 
Melanithon and Benhagins counſeled -miitii- 
ſters to weare the. Surpleſſe, rather theri with 
fooliſh frowardneſle to trouble and hinder the 
Church. Concil, Melanith:; part. 2. fol. gr, 92. 
Sprint, pag r19. Bucty wrote that godly- mer 
migher uſe theſe garments godly. Marry calls 
the Surplefſe a thing indifferent, which makes 
a man neither godly nor wicked. Cahvint 
would norhave men contend de pileo &# vete 
linea. Bez# would" not have clibeches forfa- 
ken for Surpleſfe, Caps, of fixch other thitigs 
truely indifferent: to' whoſe writing herem 


ſubſcribed Nicolaus Colladunks, Sina Gbulay, 


M. 2 Hus, 
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tins, Franciſ. Porta, Henric, Stephanus, and fi-. 
nally M-.Cartwright himſelf:Sprint,r30.G& ſeq. 
Bucer, ſcript. Angl. Cenſura , fol. 4.58. &c. 
Martyr. loc. com. fol. 1085, 1086, 1127. Calv., 
epiſt. 120. fol, 217. Beza epiit. 8, fol. 77. Grin-. 

llo, & epiſs. >. ft 98, 99. 


Of the Crofle in Baptiſme, | our uſe is,, 


| t..Lawfall, 2.Safe, 3.Profitable, 4.Neceſlary. 


I» Lawfull, By the —_ of the Pri-. 
mitive Church, which uſed it, and gloried in. 
it; without any thought of ſuperſtition; for 
which.cauſe it.was retained alſo by the re-. 
vercnd Fathers and great Divines in the dayes 
of King Edward 6.. of. which, ſome ſuffered 
baniſhment, ſome death, for the teſtimony of | 
the truth: and ſuch as returned from 'exile 
in Queen Eliſabeths time, continued. the uſe: 
of it. You muſt condemne all theſe grave,an-- 
cient, and late-lcarned Divines, Fathers, Mar- 
tyrs, if you condemne us:if you abſolve them, 
you abſolve us. 

Adde unto them.,. The late harmonie of 
confeſſions of other reformed. Churches, al- 
lowing it, and alſo the moſt learned: particu- 
lar Proteſtant Divines : Bucer, who ſaith, It 
is nec indecens nec inutile: Beza, who bids, ra- 
theruſe it, then forſake the miniſterie; and, 
Utantur ipſi, ſicut par eſt, libertate. ſui, Hemin- 
gius, Adiaphora ſunt: let not ſchiſmesariſe for 
them. Zanchius, It may. be uſed without ſuper- 


ney yea with. commendation, and without pe-| 


rill, 
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rill, and bindes not the Conſtience, Polanus, It 
was uſed by the Fithers without ſinne: fo'ſaith. 
Zepperus, and MF, Perkins, and Goularrius, . 
cited by M-. Sprint, pag. 138. & ſeq. Bucer, 
ſcript. Anglic. cenſur, cap. 12: fol.q.79. Beza quo- 
prins fol.g8,100. Heming.Syntag.ad 4.leg. deca-. 
logi, \ 33,34.fol. 365.6" comment.in 1.cap. Joan. 
he ſaith, Minime-improbo fignum crucis. Zan | 
cbins compend. wi 16. de tradit. eccleſe 


fol. 654. Polanus, in Rzech; cap: 9. verſ.4. fol. 
258. 'Zepper de Sarrament.cap.16. fol.357,358. 
& de poltt, eccleſe lib. 1. cap. 10, fol, 57, 58. 
Mr, Perkins, Problem. tit. Signum crucis, ſetF.1, 
2,3. fol. 83, $4. wy 
-, \2.-Safe; without doubt, as ir is uſed by our g$ our 30 
Church with ſufficient - Cautions and Ex- Canon, - 
ceptions againſt all Popiſh ſuperſtitions' and SThirdly &c 
errours. For,. 1. it is no part of the ſubſtance 
of Baptiſme :* but being uſedafter the infant 

is fully and perfeQly baptized,it neither addes 
| any thing to-the vertue and perfeRtion of Ba- | 
ptiſme, nor being 'omitted*doth' detratany - 
thing from the effe@iof it; And inthis uſe 
we 'hold conformitie with the ſafe and ho- 
nourable Primitive Church,but noconformi- 
tie with the later Papiſts : as DF, Burges well 
ſheweth. Our miniſters '( ſaith he ) dd not croſſe Dc, gurges 
themſelves, nor the people, nor fonts, water, Conn: , pag: 476. & 
munion table, cups, or the bread and wine, or ſeq- 
other of Gods ordinances, all which their prieſts 
are bound to, for their-conſecration; and without 

M 3 which! = 


"Ihe 
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Matt.10.38, 


Luke 9.23. 


. 
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which uoching is with thew conſecrated or baly. 


We croſſe wat the childe before baptiſme, on the 


forehead, hreaft, or any part ( which their prieſts 
wit do, tn drive away the devnl., and to make 


the Sacranents efficacte more eaſy and ftreus.) 
and after ge 06 we cro(/e bc!» cnfovt wb 
ozl, chriſme, os without , 0 the cromn( as thetr 
prieſts muſt do, ta-give them their full Chriſted- 
dome, left they die befare confirmation. ) Andat 
confirmation, our Biſhop ts. not. ta:oxo(ſe the fore- 
head with chriſme, or witbout ( mhich in.Popory 
is injoyned 44 41 efſentiall part of their: Sacra- 
ment of confirmation. ) Thus DF. Burges there: 
who alſo reciteth manifold. abuſes of the 
crolſe among the Papiſts, pag. 584. &.:ſeq. 
worthy to be read, but too long to be here 
inſerted, e111 

3. Profitable : for.as byiBaptiſme we re- 
ceive a great bleſſing , ſa wemuſt be minde- 
full ro. perfoxm a.great diny< As the-infant by 
Baptiſme;: is made a member of Chriſt, the 
childe of God, and an inheritour of theking- 
demeof heayen; that is, a partaker of all be- 
nefits. purchaſed by Chriſt ( adoption; grace, 
and glory,.in their times: ) ſo.by; being recci- 
ved into. the: Church militant- for-t rime, he 
muſt take. upon him the-croſle of: Chriſt; or 
his.croſſe, and follow. Chriſt, and that dayly: ' 
of. which. dutic ro. put him in. minde, he. is 
ſigned with [the figne of the crofle upon; his 
farchead,in token that heis to become a faith- 


full, | 


— 


—_—_—C 


| Chap. 6. Concervling Ceremonies. 


full, conſtant and valiant ſouldier of Chriſt, 
and'( as our book ſpeaks )' not be aſhamed ro 
confeſle the faith of Chriſt crucified;butmin- 
fully to fight under his bariner, againſt finne, 
the world, and the devill, &c. 

This'is profitable, not-onely to the new- 
baptized, bur to all the aſſembly,-to put-them 


ptiſme : who can be-content to receive bene. 
fits, but are oft forgetfull of their duties. 


the ſacrament of baptifme', yet neceſſary-to 
be added to the ſolemnitie of baptiſme, for the 


be omitted wirthont finne; becauſe it'is com- 
manded by lawfull authority. And *Whereas 
the zo Canon faith, By this lawfull ceremonie 
the childe is dedicated to the ſervice of Chriſt; 
It muſt be underſtood onely, Declared to be 
dedicated, ſaith D*; Burees,par. 476, 
But concerning another poinr, which Dr. 
Burges adderh { That, if the infant be inperilt 


cauſe haply ſome man mighr:take his-meaning; 
to be thar our book forbad: rhe: croffing'in 
that caſe: I deſired our moft learned wats 
cious Biſhops mdgementotthispoint(awo 
others; whomoſtfarherlp and lovingly: wront | 
I 


in minde of their duties promiſed intheir ba- | 
| 
4: Neceffary:though not tothe efſence of See our 30. 


| 


of death, not likely'to live:to make profeſſion; 
of \Chrift crucified, out book direRs us ro ba- | 


me'this anſwer, with his: own hand. 


— 
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prize ic,but nor ro uſethe croſſing, &c;-] be, 


; 


bY 


cation in the 
end, and our 
laſt chapter 


reaſon before-ſaid: Neceſſary alſo, and not'to here. 
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For thongh 
the word Re- 
ceiving go 
before the 
Croſlng, (as 
the. 30 Ga 
non ſaith ) 
yet they are 
conjoyned, 


Oeccum. Toy 
& TW fo- 
Tliouen MH 
. Pojabyeoy' m0X 
2 baptiſmo, 
initio Eccle- 
fie, ob perſe- 
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the glory of the Lord upon the houſe, 


I do conceive, that unleſſe it. be certified, in 
this particular caſe,that the childe was formerly 
admitted into Chriſts congregation , and; ſigned 
with the ſigne of the Graff, there is no warrant 
in the Liturgie to omit that ſigne, I certifie you 
that all is well done— and that tHis childe 
is received into 'the number of the children 
of God — How is he received, but by that form 
of receiving expreſſed in Publike baytiſme, We 
receive this childe into the congregation of 
Chriſts flock, and-do ſigne him, 8&c, The gther 
interpretation and inference of D*. Burges would 
open 4 gay to palliate inconformity , by cauſing 
the midwives , or ſome one elſe to be medling 
with-every inconformable. mans cb:ilde ,- and [0 
draw it to this caſe:of Private baptiſme, to-avoid 
the ſrening of it with'the ſigne of the Croſſe, 

Jonun Lincork. 


In the Primitive Church alſo, laying on of 
hands was uſed preſently upon the baptized, 
to confirm and ſtrengthen chem againſt the 
perſecutions of thoſe times. _... 

Concerning kneeling at the receiving of the 
holy Communion, We finde that kneeling, bow- 
ing the body, or falling on their faces in moſt 
reverent ſort was uſed by. Gods people upon 
any. ſfigne of Gods preſence or grace exhibi- 
ted-unto them: as, -2. Chron. 7. 3. When the 
children of Iſrael ſaw how the fire came down,and 
they bowed 


themſelves 


OE > 
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themſelves with their faces to the ground upon 
the pavement , and worſhipped, and praiſed the 
Lord, ſaying , For he is good, and his mercy en- 
dureth for ever, The like we reade Levit. 9. 
verſ. the laſt. And there came 4 fire from be- 
fore the Lord, and conſumed upon the Altar the 
burnt offering and the fat : which when all 
the people ſaw , they ſhouted, and fell on their 
faces. If any man think this was lawfull one- 
ly at the extraordinary or miraculous tokens 
of Gods preſence; let him conſider theſe or- 
'dinarics. Pfalme 132. 7. We will go into his ta- 
bernacles, we will worſhip at his footſtool. The 
Hebrew texr of this is tranſlated verbatim by 
Pagnine:& Montanus, thus, [»curvabimus nos 
ſeabello pedum ejas:and by Tremelius and Juni- 
ns, [ncurvamus nvs [ honorem extnbemtes Jante 
ſcabellum pedum ejus : and Pal. 99.5. Exalt 
| ye the Lord our God, and worſhip at his footſtool: 
for he is holy ( margent, Or, It zs holy) Pagnine 
and Montan. Incurvate vos ſcabello pedum ejus, 
Tremelius, Ad ſeabellum pedum ejus. Gods 
people worſhipped not the footſtool,but God 
at or before his footſtool:i as, Pſal.95.2. Let 
us come before his preſence ( ante faciem ejus, 
Tremel. ) 6. Let us worſhip and bowe down: let 
us kneel before the Lord our maker; to wit, in 
his Temple, or before his Temple, as.did Ezra 
(Ezra 10. 1. )When Ezra had prayed, confeſſed, 
wept, and caſt himſelf down before the houſe of 
God, ( Pagnine, Cam concidiſſet coram —_ 

ei: 


” ae. AS. 


"fs fepade” Chan 


Sprint, 142, 
ec. 


Epift. 292. fol, 479. 


Dei: Montan. Precidens ad facies domis Dei: 
Tremel. Profternens ſe ante dowum Dei.) He 
worſhipped not the houſe of God, but the ' 


'God of that houſe. Why may not, why 


ſhould not we do the like at the receiving of 
cheſe holy myſteries, withoutidolatrie,or any 
breach of the ſecond commandment? 

Proteſtants, that donot hold a tranſubſtan- 
tiation, or turning ofthe ſubſtance of the out- 
wayd elements into the ſubſtance of the very 
body and bloud of our Saviour, need not, or 
cannot in reaſon think that our kneeling at the 
receiving thereof is a worſhipping of the 
creature: yet becauſe they verily beleeveand 
know that theſe are Sacraments and ſeals un- 
to us, ordained by Chriſt to fignifie and re- 
preſent unto us the breaking of his body and 
ſhedding of his bloud for our redemption; 
and more, to confirm and deliver nnto us the | 
aſſurance of our ſalvation purchaſed: by him; 
& alfo to canvey it unto us,as.by certaincon- 
duit-pipes, by his power, wiſdome, and mer- 
cy, ordained the ineſtimable benefits of his 

ath and paſſion: in regard of this incam- 
parable nſe and beneftt, we cannot receive 
them with too: much humility, revcrence,and 
thankfulneſſe. 

Thereforekneeling at the Communionhath 
beenuſed and allowed by the moſt excellent 
Divines of reformed: Churches, 

Calvineallowerhit.in Qrthodoxprofefiours, 
. Beza 
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Geniculatio denique ( {aith he ) dum ſymbols ac- 
cipiuntur, ſpeciem quidews habet pie ac Chriſtia- 
ue venerationis, ac proinde olim potuit cum fra. 
cu u{ſurpari: ( here is a confeſſion of the an- 
tiquitic of kneeling, and the pious and profi. 
table uſe thereof ) but becaule after that the 
new doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation was 
brought into the Church, and thereupon the 
worſhipping of the elements, as if they were 
God himſelf, he thinks ic was well done to 
take it away : but he addeth, Intereatamen cum 
iſta per ſe zon ſit idololatrica,idem deillis quod de 
proxime precedentibus ſentimus; to wit, they 
are tolerable, and may be profitably uſed. 

Bucer, epiſt,ad 7oan. Alaſe. ſaith, Sacraments 
may be diſtributed to men kneeling or ſtanding, 
and as well in the Church, and in the morning, 
and to women as well as men; thoughour Lord ce- 
lebrated it in a chamber, in the evening, and to 
men onely. The ſubſtance remaining entire, ſuch 
circumſtances may be changed, 

Peter Martyr, Loc. com. claſs. 3. loc. 4. pag. 
232. edit, Londin.1576. teacheth that kings as 
kings ſhould have care that ſound doctrine 
and decent ceremonies be maintained: and 
addeth, N:hil intereſt ſi cane Dominice ſacre- 
mentum ſtantes , aut ſedentes, aut genibus flexis 
percipiamus, modo inſtitutum Domini conſerve- 
tur, & occaſio ſuperſiitionis precidatur. And, In 
\efon- ad Gardiner, de — part.1.0bjett.1. 


- Beza epiſh, 12.. P42. 100, edit. Geneve 1575. 


| 


| 
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fol. 5, he faith, If omes minde be applied, not to: 
the elements, but t0 the thing fignmfieds adora- 
tion may lawfully be Men, Bt | 

Upſinus agreeth with Martyr : as he pro- 
feſſeth, Exercitat, part. 2. fol. $35. ad fol, 
840, 

{Canchius, 7, om. 4+ (ib. 1.cap.17, Theſe 10. de 
#dvlolatria, paz. 531. Theſ. decima. Ut pit facit 
qui honore aliquo & reverentia afficit ſacramens. 
ta: fic idololatriam admittit, qui ea adorat & c0- 
lit.” The firſt patt, that ſome honour and re. 
verence 15 due tothe ſacraments, he proverh 
'| x, by Saint Pauls words, Worthily, & not di- 
ſcerning the Lords body ( 1. Cor. 11.29.) from 
common and ordinary meat and drink: there 
| oughe to be worthineſle, principally in the 
minde, and reverence in the outward geſture 
of the body: and 2. by the common conſent 
and cuſtome of all men, who come barchead- 
ed, 8c, and 3. by example of mens reverence f 
to the word of God preached and read; which 
though it be not worthipped, yer is to- be 
handled and heard reverently, as the word of 
God, and not of men. The ſecond part, 
That adoration and worſhip is not to be gi- 
ven to the bread and wine, becauſe they be 
ſtill creatures, and therefore may not have 
that honour which is onely due to the Crea- 
| rour: which he explicateth, that invocation 
and prayer for pardon of our finnes , may not 
be-made to them, for thar is a worſhip proper 
to. 
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to God. Such kinde of worſhip to the bread 
and wine ( as if they were Chnſt himſelf) in 
their elevations and circumgeſtations, Zanchi. 
#w condemneth as idolatrie: and fd. do we. 


| teacherh that we are not m the new 
Teſtamentto the circumſtances of the- time, 
place, ſitegr palition of body,( ſych as Chriſt 
uſed when he firſt ordained the Sacrameng ) 


Zepperns de ſacruments cap.13.fol. 321,322. | Sprint,u46: 


bux may enzoy our Chriſtian liberty inaltering 
them. Again, Polit, Ecgleſcliber.cap, 11, fal.76« 
| he ſaith, Theſe circumſtances may by our Chyi- 
ſtian liberty be differently appointed and ob- 
ſerved. 


adminiſtration of the Lords ſupper , let ev 
| _ impoſe or uſe ſuch f os Ph they 
ſhall judge moſt expedient, &rc. Ex Atty Syno- 
dalibus general. inferior. Germ, Middleburg. 
anno 1581, Can.q5. Srulting, Anachryſ, Hie- 
rarch,lib.g. | 
The Bohemians receive this Sacrament, 7x 
genua procumbentes, kneeling an their buoes, 
Harm. confeſſ. $. 14. Bohems. fol. 129. ' 
Saravia contra Rezam, defenſ.cap.25.fol.582, 
583. and Luther jy Gen. 477. allow this cere+ 
mony of kneeling, PHT 


The Low-countrey Churches, thus, 1» the 
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Sprint, page | 


170, 


Bexa epiſt.8 . 
fol-7y: 5 +: 


Burges 418. 


CHAP. VII 


__ Ceremonies are commendable for their anci- 
"ent and profitable uſe. 


CEE Ceremonies ( now queſtioned ) are 
ancient and of good uſe: as that in mini- | 
ſtring the Sacraments, the miniſters ſhould 
weare a white linen garment. Zanchius de 
Redempt. cap. 16. fol. 445. who citeth S. Hie- 
rom contra Pelag. lib. x. See before,chap. 6. 
See alſo our 3o Canon, that in baptiſme they 
ſhould figne the baptized. with the ſigne of | 
the Croſle, which figning Beza ſaith: is vers. 
ſtifima; and fo for kneeling at the*Communi- 
on,that ir hatha ſhew of godlineſſe and Chri 
ſtian reverence, and was uſed cum fructu. Beza 
epiſt.8.fel.100. | (IR 

. The rites and- ceremonies of 'Rome-were 
not all of one ſuit: Thoſe of her virginitic 
had ſome uſe, though afjer her fornication 
proſtiruted to abuſe : others were originally 
begotten of her body pollared, and ſo ſome 
are in themſelves, and'in the ſimpleſt uſe of 
them, unlawfull; as the images of the God- 
head, half-communions, &c. others ſuch as in 
themſelves were( ſomertimes)lawfully uſed,as 
of indifferent nature:and ſuch are ours now in 


3 | 


queſtion, as Beza confeſleth, epiſf, 8. Where 
Sinne and Ceremonie are infeparably woven 
together, we muſtſeparate from both, even, 


from 
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from the ceremonie: fot the ſinnes ſake, and , 
break the veſſel that cannot be cleanſed | 
but in acceſlary pollution ſeparable, cleanſe 


away. the pollution, and preſerve the veſlel. 
So the ancient ceremonies which were pure 
among the Fathers, but by tract of time ga- 
thered pollution among the Papiſts, may yet 
by waſhing and cleanſing be reſtored to 
their ancient ſweetneſſe, and uſed without 
ſinne. 

The ancient Fathers and Churches had al- 
wayes ſome univerſall ceremonies, which 
were not appointed in Scripture(as the feaſts 
of Chriſts Nativitie, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, 
Pentecoſt, &c.) Zanchins Tratt.de Sacra ſcri- 
ptura, och 279. And theſe cuſtomes were uni- 
verſall through the whole Church (though 
there was for a time ſome difference in the 
time, yet none in the fitneſſe of the things ) 
and theſe have continued to this day : if ſome 
pollution have beſpotted them, ſhall wenot 
cleanſe it away, and frame our ſelves to the 
ancient cuſtome? Ts the cuſtome-of the whole 
Church defpicable : of which S. Paul faith 
(1. Cor.11.16, ) We have no-ſuch caſtome,nei- 
ther the Churches of God, And again, Came the: 
Goſpell from you? or 8ame-it to you alone? Who: 
is he that dares thus to cenſure the univerſall, 
militant Church? ' Auguſtine '(epiff. 118.) 
faith, 1nſoleptiſiime inſanie eſt, exiitimare non 
vette fieri, quod ab univerſa Ecclejia fit: and he 

| N 3 ſaith 


De, Burges 


pag. 102. ff 
ſeq- 
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ſaith (ibidew) rhat univerſall obſervations not 

being written in Scripture,muſt be underſtood 

to be commanded and ordained by generall 

Cauncels, or elſe to come from the Apoſtles. 

Surely we hold itan honaur to our Church, 
that we are come as neare the Primitive 

Charch, as. we well could. So fairh Biſhop 

Jewel, Defence of the Apology , pag. 27, 28. 

And inthe Preface before our book of Com- 

mon prayer, is this Profeſhon, Tow here have 
an order for prayer ( 4s tawching the reading of 
the holy Scriptures ) much agreeable tothe munde 
and purpoſe of the old Fathers, And of Cere- 
monies , (1b:d.) If ſome be offended, for that 
ſome of the old Ceremonies are retained ſtill: if 
they conſider, that without ſome Ceremonies it us 
yot poſsible to keep any order, ar quiet diſcipline 
in the Church, they ſhall eaſily perceive juſt cauſe 
to reform their judgement : and if they think 
much that any of the old remain, and would ra- 
ther have all deviſed new; then ſuch men grant- 
ing ſome Ceremanies convenient to be had, ſure- 
ly where the old may be well uſed, there they can. 
not reaſonably reprove the old onely for their age, 
without bewraying their own folly.: for in ſuch a 
caſe , they ought rather to have reverence unto 
them for their antiquity , if they mill declare 
themſtlves more findions of unitie and concord 
then of innovatians and newfangleneſſe: which(as 
much as may be with true ſetting forth of Chriſts 
religion )is alwayes to be eſchewad. 


The| 
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The writers againft our ceremonies, cannot 
dety that che Fathers prafiſed them + but 
they did it { ſay they) without examining 
their lawfultnefſe or unlawfulneſſe, as men bi- 
fied in thoſe hard times of perſecution about 
more fubſtantiall matters of religion, and nor 
having time and lciſure to look into theſe ih- 
feriour things. Thus the nameleſle replier(up- 
| on Biſhop Mortons Defence, cap. 3: ſe#.29.) 
ſhifrs and ſhoffles off the ancient Fathers. But 
1. This is a poore evaſion, and abuſing of the 
Fathers, as if they ſaid, The whole Church 
of Chriſt, even in the dayes of moſt pure 
zeal and frequent martyrdome, was ſo whol- 
ly ſlack or blinde, that. they continued by 
joint conſent, jn the uſe of unlawfull obſer- 
vations, without ſearching or knowing whe- 
ther they were lawfull or not. 2. Tt is a vain 
evaſion, becauſe ſtill in the better and calmer 


ſure and time enough ro examine them ) the 
ſame Ceremonies continued conſtantly, and 
generally practiſed. 3. It is a confeſſion plain 


the Fathers , ſo alſo the late Proteſtant Di- 
vines. When wealledge Luther, Calvint, Me- 
lanithon, Beza , Baer , Martyr, Zanchins, and 
fuch other zealous champions as God raiſed 
up againſt the purple harlot ; or the bleſfed 
Martyrs of our own nation ( Raley, Cranmer, 
} Hooper, 


TOY 


times of the Church, ( when there was lei-| 


enough, thar the ancient Fathers are in this | 
point fully againſt them. And as they elude | 


See Burges 
Pag-333,384 
& 627, 
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Hooper, Latimer, &c.) who gave their lives 
in oppoſition to Antichriſt, and were themen 
that gave entertainment to theſe very Cere- 
monies: Their anſwer is, Either their mean- 
ing is miſtaken; or elſe, They ſhewed them- 
ſelves to be but men (as if the Non-confor- 
miſts were more then men; ) or, There is va- 
rictic in ſome of them touching this point; or, 
Sometime they waver in their words; or, for- 
ſooth, Some of them wrote in the dawning of 
the day : Others lived in England , as Bucer, 
Martyr; Chemnitinzs wasa Lutheran, Zanchins 
of a timorous diſpoſition; or, They were not 
well informed: and ſuch other geare: Where- 
by all men may ſee that theſe grave Divines 
were not of their judgement. But they had 
rather caſt dirt in the faces of the Lords wor- 
thies, then confeſſe any miſtaking in them- 
ſelves. "he 

So that to diſſwade theſe indifferent things, 
as unlawfull, pernicious, or evil, is bitterly 
to tax, diſgrace, and condemne all the ancient 
Churches primitive, and the grave Fathers 
thereof, yea the univerſall Church of Chriſt 
nor onely in thoſe times, but in the after- 
times, and all the reformed Churches in theſe 
laſt times; and to appropriate all true know- 
ledge, finceritie, and godlineſſe onely to the 
Non-conformiſts of this onely age and coun- 
trey. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Our Ceremonies impoſed by lawfull authoritie., 
may not beomitted without ſinne. 
T7 former objections being anſwered, 
and our Ceremonies cleared to be lawfull 
both by the late judicious Divines, and- alſo 
by the Fathers and cuſtomes of the ancient 
Church; Behold now the Neceſitie of Subje- 
&ion to them, being impoſed by Lawfull au. 
thoritie, For things in themſelves indifferent 
do.in a ſort alter their nature, when by law- 
full authoritie they be commanded or for- 
bidden: for then, being commanded, they may 
not be omitted; & being forbidden, they may 
not be done. Beza epiſt. 24. fol.1 42,143 .numero 
6, 7. So laith alſo our 3o Canon, in the end. 
B. Mortonſheweth, that although Ceremo- 


choice of ſome rather then of other) yetthey 


ment or permiſſion of God, ſaying, Let all 
things be done decently,andin order, toedifying, 
r.Cor.14.40,26.)B. Mortons generall Defence, 
Cal = 22. And M*.Cartwright ſaith,of lawfull 
ordinances, that God commandeth them by the 
Church. And we are ſo farre bound in Conſcience 
to obey them, as that we cannot neglet# them with- 
ont ſin, ſaith Beza, ep.24.. $o teacheth alſo Cal- 


vine, Bullinger, Melanithon, Zanchius,Urſinus,al- 
ledged by DF. Burges, Anſwer yore Tea(faith | 


panes whoſoever in the Churc 
EL: | O 


of God ( be they | 
mn 
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Of offence- 


| few or many ) do pertinacieuſly and tumultuouſly 
oppoſe themſelves againſt the miniſters of the 
Conſiſtorie, and will not _ them in things not 
contrary to the ward of God, 4hey are of all men 
moſt juſtly to be accounted and cenſured as ma- 
fe enemies tothe-Church, whoſe publick peace 
hey trouble. Beza, epitt. 24.pag.149. There- 
fore:D*. Barees ſaith, ( pag.230.) What Church 
i there,that doth not puniſh the difturbers of her 
prblick prace mare - ft , then ſome . other 
ſonaes, imbich in their own inatures ſimply conſi- 
Aered are unto:God wore. offerifive? For what is 
\this.but-an enervation or diſlolution of good 
Jaws:and government? Therefore let-no.ſuch 
man complain .of the \magiſtratos' feveritic, 
when:the- fault is.in himſelf. Cnudclom medi- 
cums interwperans ager facit. And let no man 
| retend Offence either of the people, or of 
his own \perſon, for altering his judgoment' 
and courſes. 8; 
For, 1. All the offence that people 
take, grew from the-crrour and indiſcreti- 
on of ſome preachers geclaiming ſo .ear- 
neſtly againſt our. Ceremonies: which. of. 
fence the preachers again may take away or 
prevent, if they will be as. earneſt and dili- 
gent to inform .their peoples - Conſcience 
aright, about the purpoſe, uſe, and end of 
our:Ceremonies,as they have beento leade 
them into errour-and miſlike of them, as Beza 


| ith, epiſt.12:þ49+99« 
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The people alſo, which: have been. led by 
the reverence they bare to their paſtours, 
ro embrace whatſoever they taught, with- | 
out examination, I with them ( with the Be- || 
reans, Ads 17. 11, ) to ſearch the Scriptures” 
whether _ things be ſo, and to prove all 
things, and. hold fait that which « good, 1.,Theſ, | 


cut out the rotten, the worm, and: the core, 
and cat the good onely; and ſpying a ſpi- 
der,or any filth in aglaſle of wine, will take it 
out,and not ſwallow down all rogether with- 
out diſcretion. When we ſee a heap of gold- 
filings mingled with duſt, ler us cull out 


? | 


the gold, and leave the duſt; and neitherthink 
all is gold, nor all duſt, nor ſcorn the gold 
becauſe of the duſt mixed with it, nor eſteem 
the duſt becauſe of the yn ſeparate them 
with good diſcretion. Learning, zeal, 8 pain- 
fulneſſe, is gold in the preachers; embrace 
it: bur if any duſtof erroneous opinions be 
mixed with it, take not that for gold alſo. 
Oves et, ſed rationales ( ſaith Saint Chry- 
ſoſtome.) You ſay! you are ſheep, and muſt 
be guided by your ſhepherds: yer you aro 
ſheep-cndued with reaſon, and may perceive 
when they drive you into bogs or briers. 
Preachers ( yea Saint: Paul himſclf, r. Cor.13. 
12.) ſee through a 'glaſſe darkly, and know. bt 
in part: and ncither they nor you muſt think 


too highly of them, but ſeberly , accordimg| 
; O 2 as 


5.21. Ordinarie men.in cating! an , will | 
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= God hath given to every. man his different mea- 
ſure, Rom. 12. 3,6. 
".. 2. We muſt know alfo that the Scriptures. | 
which tcach us not to offend our brethren 
(as 1, Cor. 8.9, 12, 13. and 10.28, and Rom, 
4. 15,16, 21. ) do ſpeak of things in our 
own .power, to do, or not to dog and not of 
| things commanded by the Magiſtrate, whom 
we muſt obey both for fear of puniſhment, 
and alſo for Conſcience ſake, Rom. 1 3.4,5. And 
thus D*. Saraviarelſolves; Scandall of the weak 
cannot take place againſt a publick law, towhich 
ſubjetts muit ſubmit. Saravia Defenſ, diver. 
grad.miniſtr.cap.25.f2l.581. If it be afaulr, it 
is. certainly a leſſer fault ro offend ſome igno- 
rant people, then-to offend the governours: 
for that is onely againſt Charitie, this againſt 
Charitie and Dutie, or Juſticezan exemplary 
diſobedience tending to the dillolution of go- 
vernment. 

3- When we perform obedience to magi- 
ſtracie commanding things in their own na- 
rure indifferent, no man ought to take of- 
fence at us.: if he do, the ſinne is his, and not 
ours. It is Scandalum acceptum , non datum ; 
and he muſt be betrer raught. See for. this 
two notable diſcourſes of Ceremonies or tra- 
ditions and ſcandall, in Zanchius, tomo 8. 
pag. 814. & ſeq. edit. Samoxeti, 1605. 

This neceſlity of ſubjeRion, our judicious 
exiles and martyrs in Queen Maries time, _ 


————_ 


very 
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very well know, practiſe; and perſwade; te- | 
ſtifying thereby alſo their good opinion of 
our Church ſervice and ceremonies. Cranmer | 
proteſted( if the Queen would give him leave) 
that he with Peter Martyr _ foure or five 
others would prove our Common prayers, 
Sacraments, and Ceremonies, lately. fer forth 
by King Edward 6. to be more. pure and 
according to Gods word, then any that had 
been in England theſe thouſand yeares be- 
fore. As and Mon, o{# 1465. Biſhop Ridley 
and Grindall judged that nothing could be 
jo qv in them by the word of God. As 
and Mon. D*. Taylor ſaid, no- Chriſtian con- 
ſcience could be offended with any thing 
therein. Ads and Mon. fol. 1521. | 

At Frankford, when ſome exiles difliked 
them, other moſt reverend perſons ſtood 
ſtrongly for them, as Thomas Leaver, John 
Jewel, John Mullins, Jobn Parkhuyſt, Laurence 
Humfrey, James Pilkington, Alexander Nowell, 
Pames Haddon, Edwin Sands, Edmund Grinaall, 
&c..all worthy men, Biſhops, Deans, Do- 
Rours, or| Martyrs afterwards: ſealing the 
truth they held, with danger, exile, and loſle 
of their lives. See the diſcourſe of the trou-| 
bles at Frankford, fol, 16.23, 19. Their di- 
verſity. of opinions cauſed them alſo: to ſeek 
the judgements of other Churches and |. 
teachers, as Calvine, Beza, Bullinger, fol. 25, 
199.. Alſo Robert Horn, Thomas Leaver, John 
| O 3 Mullins, 


CC 


49 


An Appendix Chap.s$, | 


—— 


Mullins, Thomas Bentham, Williamt Cole, Fohn 
Parkhurſt, Laurence Hamfrey, &c. were fully 
determined to-uſe no-other order or cere- 
monies then thoſe aforeſaid! of King Edward, 
Diſconrſ. fol. 16, 223. And James Haddon, Ed. 
win Sands, Edmund Grindall , Chriſtopher 
Goodman, confidently brought the ſame rites 
into rhe Engliſh: Church there, fol. 22, 23, [| 
They alſo at Frenkford wrote unto the. like 
Exiles at Zarick, perſwading them to ſtand 
to. the death for defence of the ſame. Cere- 
monies': and MF. Fox was one of the 17. that 
ſubſcribed to the letter. 

Adde unto theſe, thoſe other worthies, 
that in more peaceable times ſtuck at our 
Ceremonies for atime: yet in time,upon bet- 
ter conſideration, conformed'themſelves, and 
uſed them. Biſhop Hooper preached and wrote 
carneſtly againſt them, chiefly againſt Epiſ- 
copall garments and Surpleſles, and was im- 
priſofied. for ir, for a ſeaſon: but his reaſons 
were atiſwered, and himſelf perſwaded. b 
Bucer, Martyr, and Calvine, to conform : Fd 
that afterwards he did weare the ornaments, 
and preached: before the King in the Biſhops 7 
robes. Calvin, epi, 120. fol.217.Bmcer, Script. 
Anglican. fol. 705. de re veitiar. Hoaper. Pet. 
Mart. loc. com.ad fine inter epiſtolas, fol. 1085. 
Mr. Greemrhams proteſted he: would obſerve | 
them, if they were enjoyned him. M*. Dear- | 
inz uſed them. Biſhop Fewel, D*. Whitakers, 
._ Dr,Foih, 
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after'long ſtanding out; as alſo D-, Raynolds, 
Dr. Spark, D*, Chaloner, Dr. Ayry, DF. Chader- 
ton, M*. Knewſtubs ; and very ſtudiouſly per- 
ſwaded others to do the like : as did alſo'M-., 
Sprint, and 'D-. Burges, having throughly exa- 
[mined all the reaſons pro & contra, and many 
other godly learned men, too long here tobe 
reckoned. And if any refuſe them ſill., be. 
cauſe-they think it a diſgrace to their perſons 
or miniftery to alter their mindes and cour- 
ſes, having never yet uſed them , but-rather 
ſpoken and | mags againſt them : I wiſh 
them-to conſftder well, and-follow-the ezxam- 
ples- of theſe aforenamed- worthy -men. 

Bur if theſe-worthies of later times be not 
ſufficient, let -us ſer before our eyes that an- 
cient glorious light -of Gods Church Saint 
| pin, who tn his age wrote and ipubliſh- 


wherein he acknowledged and correged the 
errours which he had committed!in his for- 
mer books. Theſe books ſhewed thar' he re- 
ligiouſly preferred Gods thonour and ' the 
Churches good before his own credit; and 
that he laboured bothy by good report and 
i{] report to bring men to the truth , and 
ſoughr (with-Saint Paul, r. Cor. 10. 33.')-m0t 
bu own profit, but the prop of many , that they 
might be ſaved: which turned to the great 


D-.-Fulk, conformed: ſo did D*, Humfrey 


ed ro the world two books of Retrat#ations, | 


commendation of his ingenuitic--and finceri- 
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tie. And it may teachall men to acknowledge 
with him, that ſince the Apoſtles times, the 
knowledge of Gods miniſters comes not unto 
them by ſudden revelation or infuſion from 
God immediately, or all at once; bur by ſuc- 
ceſſion and degrees, by labour, ſtudy, ſearch, 
conference, and contention with the errone- 
ous. By which means Saint Auguſtine pro- 
fired in knowledge more and more to his 
lives end; as Saint Peter cxhorteth all men 
to do, in his laſt words of his laſt chapter of 
his laſt epiſtle. And therefore to profeſſe our 
profiting in knowledge, ought to be no ſhame 
unto us : and to confeſle our ſlips or errours 
even publickly, to reduce men to the know- 
ledge of ſome neceſlary truth, ſhews our cha- 
ritic to them, our piety to God, and the fin- 
 ccritie of our own hearts. 

Laſtly, that I may ſpeak generally to all 
countrey miniſters and other ſubjects, but 
chiefly tothe younger 8 ruder ſort, I ſay, We 
inferiour people may well think our Princes 
have! reaſons to do what they do, though we 
comprehend them'not : For we live as it were 
in low valleys and plains, and ſee not far abont 
us: but Princes fit as on tops of hills, and ſee 
both into former ages, what was done thenzand 
into forrein countreys, what is done now, how 


[all things are and have been carried, with the 


reaſons, circumſtances, and events of all: a(- 
liſted alſo with the advice and judgement of 
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the graveſt, wiſeſt, learnedeſt Divines;" and 
other-choiſeſt counſellours of greateſt expe- 
rience-: by whoſe grave counſels, with due 
reſpe& to former ages, and the preſent ſtate 
of neighbour nations, they ſer down orders 
fitteſt for their times and countreys: -which 
we countrey people ſhould nor rathly cen- 
ſure, but willingly ſubmitunto,thinking hum- 
bly of our ſelves, and revetently of their 
wiſdomes. Farre be from us that ridiculous 
fable (recited by Plutarch in the life of Ags 
[and Clromenes) of the ſerpents tail, that 
would needs leade the body another while, 
as if the head had already 'led ir too long: 
but the rail wanting'eyes- and brains, led the 
head and body into+dangerous places, and 
| mangled them all ro pieces : or that cenfure 
| of Tully in his book De ſenefute : To 'the 
queſtion, Cedo, qui veſtram Rempub. tant am 
amiſiſtis tams cito.? The anſwer was, Provenie. 
bant Oratores novi, ſtulti, adoleſcentult, 

We ſhould think alfo ſerioufly of that Me. 
dicall and Pohricall rule, Omna mutatio peri- 
culoſa: which S. Auguſtine applics to Church, 
ceremonies; Where lawfull cuſtomes are ſet- 
led( ſaith he ) though ſome other more pro- 
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firable perchance might. be found out, yet 
Ipſa mutatio conſuetudinis ,, eliam que adjuvat 
utilitate, novitate perturbat, The very change 
of ſetled cuſtomes, though it help with ſome 
commodity, yet-will it do hurt with the no- 
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vie, Which ——— the Zocripes —_— 
| rhas whoſoever would bring in a new law 
| amonglt them., ſhould come and declare it 
ro.the aſſembly, with a halter about his neck; 
that ET ic Mere __ approved good for the 
| Gom cath, Jt -might preſently = 
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